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Of the Celebrated 


Miſs Mania Brown. 


CHAP. 1 


A kind of intodatiory chapter to the le- =o 
cond volume, containing ſome good, 
and many more bad things, which the 
reader is however deſired to peruſe with. 
great attention before he goes any far- 
ther, for particular reaſons therein aſſign- 


O much, then, of my life has paſſed 

with tolerable decency ; I was the toaſt 
of the gay and polite world for two years 
and a half; I have ſpent my patrimony in 
playing the coquette, in angling for un- 
guarded hearts, and I have been caught in 
the very toils I was throwing out for others; 
I loſt my virginity when I thought I had 
Vo. Il. B _ ſecured 
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| 2 ] 
ſecured a huſband; all this may ſtill ap- 
pear under the veil of innocence ; I have 
as yet been only the patient, not the agent 
of vice; my life has hitherto been a tiſſue 
rather of follies than crimes, and the conſi- 
deration of them has thus far occupied me 
and my readers: fo true is it that we paſs 
one half our lives in doing nothing, and 
the other half in ruminating upon what \ we 
have done. | | 
I do not intend, however, that this ob- 
ſervation fhall be completely fulfilled upon 
my account. I am going prefently to open 
a new ſcene, full of buſineſs, plot, intrigue, 
and diffipation. But let me remind the 
reader, that if he or ſhe ſhould chance to 
be a ſtaunch puritan, or even a methodiſt, 
I would not have him or her ſo much as 
think of peruſing this ſecond volume; for 
really, to own the truth, there are ſome 
things in it that are not altogether ſpiritual, 
though the c—y may perhaps have their 
| ſhare in them; but then it is not the Eng- 
liſh clergy : they are altogether incapable 
of acting any part in the following drama. 
I ſhall only premiſe, that the reader muſt 
2 now ſuppoſe me to have attained nearly my 
Fventicth year; that I have in a est 


bas „ 


71 


pany, recovered my embonpoint ; and that 


if he will refer back to the picture I drew. 


of myſelf at fifteen, he has nothing more 
to do than to add the additional dignity 
which five years « confer upon a woman at 


this particular period of life, to have my 
portrait now at full length. J 


A pretty woman in Paris is almoſt ador- 
ed, and if ſhe is Engliſh, they nearly deify 
her: though I had not yet received the ap- 


pellation of L' Ange Angloiſe, as ſome one 


of my contemporaries did, I had been can- 


ſtantly admired when I appeared in the. 
public walks; and, to ſay the truth, I be- 


lieve there was no ſmall ſpice of jealouſy in 
lady Bentley's behaviour towards me, which 
had more weight in my being diſcarded 


her ſervice, than the influence of her French 


waiting-maid, or even the loſs of Romeo; 
as I have frequently, when with her in 
public, attracted all the attention, whilſt - 


ſhe could ſecure herſelf ſcarce an admirer. _ 
Thus much for my charms, lady 2 1 


ley, her jealouſy, Romeo, and the like; it 
is time to return to my worthy bes 


treſs, as I cannot form the leaſt hopes of 
making a ſingle conqueſt in my preſent 


garb. If dreſs is not beauty, it is frequent- 


* much more than beauty. Charms may 


B 2 ES, be 


Ys. 


ET 


be artificial, but there is no ſuch thing as 
an artificial good gown; and the fineſt face 
in Chriſtendom without it will not com- 

mand one gazer; therefore I will even get 
myſelf as as faſt as poſſible. 


Ws 
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CHAP. I. 


An eclairciſſement from Maria's landlady; 
accepts the propoſed terms, and is dreſ- 
ſed out; receives the viſit of a Pre/ident 
@ mortier ; his behaviour and generoſity. 

The eſtimable character of a e to 
ſociety illuſtrated. | 


F the reader mould chance to be not 

quite ſo great a novice as I was in the 

female commerce of the world, he or ſhe 
may, perhaps, ere this, have formed a 
ſhrewd conjecture that J had not got into 
one of the moſt ſober houſes in all Paris. 

In truth my worthy landlady was one of 

the moſt celebrated bawds of that great 

+ metropolis, and as ſuch thought ſhe did 
© © honour to the name of Laborde. When 
| ſhe found it had only been a ſtratagem of 
the maid to announce the arrival of the ba- 

ti 0 +” ron, in order to put an end to the combat, 
1 The returned to me with an air of great ſa- 
1 | Wy tisfaQion | 


bs [5] | 
tisfaction and ſeeming complacency. oh My. 
dear girl, ſaid ſhe, embracing me, I would 
not have you entertain a bad opinion of 
us from the little miſunderſtanding that 
you have been a ſpectator of; theſe are 
nothing more than trifling ſallies of viva- 
e city, and which the occurrence of the 
« ſmalleſt incident is capable of appealing. 
« One cannot always govern the firſt emo- 
« tions of one's paſſion ; we are all more 
« or leſs ſubject to its influence; tread up- 
on a worm and it will ſtir, In other re- 
<< ſpects, if you were acquainted with theſe 
ladies, you would be delighted with the 
„ ſweetneſs of their temper ; they are the 
„ beſt natured creatures in the world; their 
« anger is like a ſtraw fire, exiinguiſhed 
as ſoon as it is lighted ; they forget eve- 
« ry thing that's paſſed the moment it is 
&* over ; as for me, God knows, Iam quite 
{© a ſtranger to any thing hke rancour; I 
* I have no more gall in me than a dove; 
*T pity thoſe that would injure me, for I 
would not hurt a fly. But let's forget all 
te theſe matters and come to the point. 
Nobody will pretend to contradict, 
that we make a ſhocking figure in this 
« world, when we are poor. No money, 
no Swils, ſays the proverb: one might __ 
— F with _ 


[6] | 
cc with as much propriety ſay, No money, 
no pleaſure, no contentment in this life. 
Now, as it is quite natural for every one 
* to wiſh to live at eaſe, which can never 
be procured without money, I believe 
you muſt agree with me, that that per- 
* fon muſt be a great fool who would re- 
*« fuſe obtaining a ſufficiency, having it in 
his power to acquire it; particularly when 
the means that are uſed are no way de- 
« trimental to ſociety; that would be a 
crime indeed, and Lord preſerve me from 
any ſuch practices: yes, my dear child, 
© the Lord preſerve me from them. My 
conſcience is as clear as chryſtal upon this 
« feore; and l defy the world ta reproach 
« me with having injured any foul breath- 
40 ing. We are not Barbarians that wor- 
« ſhip the ſun; or deſciples of thoſe hea- 
*< thens, who imagine all that belongs to us 
dies, when our bodies are put into the 
grave: no, my life, we have ſouls to be 
„ ſaved; and it ſhould be our chief ſtudy 
vi therefore to act uprightly in whatever ſta- 
tion we are placed in: the calling we fol- 
+ low ſignifies nothing, provided we act 
honeſtly in it. I repeat it again, that we 
e muſt be dupes, indeed, to our folly, or 
6 our vanity, not to avail ourſelves of thoſe 
95 4 reſources 


. * 


fs}. 
6 reſources with which nature 1 furniſu. 


e ed us; and to whom has nature been 
more provident in this reſpect, than to 
yourſelf? She has not given you thoſe 
charms for nothing. She has put it in 
your on power to be happy, and if you 
neglect it, you can blame no one but 
« yourſelf. How many girls, with not half 
“your beauty, have obtained ſettlements 
that have made them eaſy all their lives; 
not that IJ envy them their ſucceſs, if 
** they had more obligations to me than 
they have; though, to be ſure, ingrati- 
_ © tude will force one to think them not al- 
together worthy of their good fortune: 
0 "Yn alone makes one backward 1 in n 
good natured things. | 
* © My dear madam, cried I with ſome 
« eagerneſs, I hope you will never have any 
© reaſon to complain of my ingratitude.” _ 
We can anſwer for nothing, replied. 
e ſhe; they all faid the ſame, and they all 
forgot what they promiſed. Grandeur 
e and pomp change people s nature; they 
don't think the ſame in affluenee, as they 
« do in indigence. If you did but know 
% how many opera girls I have trained, and 
put in the right road, who ſeem now not 
be know me, you would be forced to 
REG B 1 2 * OWN, 
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„ own, that gratitude i is a virtue that i is ve- 
'« ry rarely practiſed in the age we live in. 
„But be this as it may, we have a ſatisfac- 
tion in performing kind offices, and there 
4 js no one more ſenſible of this pleaſure 
«than myſelf. A propos, my pretty dear, 
* has ſo ſweet a girl as you never obliged 
„ any body ?” 

IM Indeed, madam, I replied very inno- 
«cently, it has never been in my power to 
« confer any great obligations; but 

*« Pſhaw, interrupted madam Laborde, 

you don't underſtand me; have 90 got 
* « your maidenhead yet?“ 

At this very extraordinary and unexpec- 
ted queſtion, I turned as red as ſcarlet, 
without being able to utter a ſylable of an- 
ſ Wer. 
Foes I ſee, ſaid as. it is gone; but I have 
« a ſecret to remedy that, however, you 
know that a merchant cannot deal in a 
« commodity, without he is acquainted | 
« with its goodneſs.” In ſaying. this ſhe 
entered into an examination without- any 
Farther ceremony, whilſt I remained fo a- 
| Koviſhed, that I was unable either eli 
or prevent 1 u - 

The dialogue and whavious of Mrs. 

| Labor, ignorant as I my, had fufficient- 
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Iy . my eyes to be convinced of the | 
commerce I was to be concerned in; and 
though I had real chaſtity enough to have 
deteſted the thoughts of proſtitution, the 
reflexion of my preſent indigence, and the 
improbability of my getting an honeſt place 
that would ſuit me, undermined all the 
artillery of reaſon and virtue, which, at firſt, _ 
appeared a very formidable battery againſt _ 
the mercenary forces of this veteran female 
commander. . In a word, the fight of a 


pink filk ſack with ſilver flowers, and a 
(Pinchbeck) gold watch, removed even 


the ſmalleſt ſcruple that I could ſuggeſt a- 
gainſt the plan of life Mrs. Laborde had. 1 
artfully chalked out for me. 

In this manner was I dreſſed. the: next 
day, when I was complimented by my com- 
panions upon the beauty and. elegance of 
my perſon ; and our worthy:patroneſs com- 
pleted theſe eulogiums, in ſaying, that 1 
looked fo raviſhing, ſo i rreſiſtible, that 1 
ſhould have all Paris at my devotion. 1 
muſt acknowledge I was not quite inſenfi= 
ble to this flattery : for, to own the truth, 
I could not: avoid. thinking, there was 
ſome foundation for what they ſaid, and 1 
bete myſelf, every time I paſſed a 

„ | lookings- 


1 101 


. laoking-glaſs, with an admiration I was be- 


fore unacquainted with. 
To do juſtice to madam Laborde, i it . 
be acknowledged ſhe was upon the fore- 


moſt liſts of the prieſtefſes of Cytherea; her 


forefight extended to every thing. Beſides 


the boarders which ſhe kept at home, not 
to be unprovided in caſes of accident, or 


when ſhe had a more than uſual demand 
for her merchandize, ſhe had her corps de 
reſerve in times of ſcarcity. She had alſo 
a complete magazine of all kinds of female 

wearing-apparel; containing gowns and 
facks of all colours, and ſuited to all ſhapes; 

thefe ſhe let out at ſtipulated prices to her 
boarders and occaſional viſitors : for in- 


ſſtance, I, as one of her new poor proſelytes, 
was to pay at the tate of a petit ecũ or three 

| Hivres a day for my wearing-apparel, which 

e affured me every one gave; this mult 
have been no en Bund to her perqui- 


fires. 
- Madam Laborde, not being willing that 


1 ſhould pay my petit ecũ without reaping 
any advantage from my dreſs and appear- 


ance, had ſent notice to ſome of her beſt 
cuſtomers, of the new addition to her ſe- 


ny: by = wiſe precaution, tþ there was: 
7 | NO2 


77 1 1 
no danger of our „ in expeAta: 
tion. 

Mr. Le M— one * the Prefidents a 
mortitr, who was 3 more punctual in 
keeping theſe aſſignations, than giving au- 
dience to his clients, arrived juſt as T had 
finiſhed. drefling.. I perceived a man of ra- 
ther ſhort ſtature, dreſſed in black, with 
one leg, which [afterwards found of wood- 
en manufacture; his neck as ſtiff as his 
artificial leg, a head that very rarely moved, 
leſt the quantity of powder which his wig.. 
contained might have been in ſome degree 
diminiſhed ;. which, notwithſtanding all his; 
care, his clothes. bore very evident teſti- 
mony of: but what he wanted in agility, 
he made up in fragrance ;. he was more: 
odoriferous than a perfume-ſhop. . 

Indeed, Laborde, faid he, approach- 
ing me. Ido you honour. for this acqui- 
«ſion; this is fine, delicious, divine. 
Really, you have outdone. your uſual 
* choice. Upon my word, this young lady. 
b 1 enchanting, ſne is a thouſand degrees : 
s handſomer than the picture you drew of. 


© her, ſhe is an angel; I am ſerious; why. 
Jam facinated ; as I am a magiſtrate, 
= < there } is no containing ne; ; heavens! 


_— 


3 bat, 8 


a); 
« what an eye! what a mouth! I muſt 
« kiſs it, I am in raptures.” 
Madam Laborde ſeeing the negotiation 
ſo happily advanced, imagined it was time 
for her to retire, rightly judging, that the 

preſence of a thi:d perſon was rather unne- 
ceſſary to Monſieur le Preſident. 
She was no ſooner gone, than he begun 
to make love to me with all the pomp and 
majeſty of his ſtation. I ſhall draw a. veil 
over the latter part of this ſcene, left it 
ſhould be as diſguſtful to the reader as it 
was to me; and ſhall only add upon this 
ſubject, that having entertained the preſi- 
dent for about three quarters of an hour, 
i 1 found myſelf two Louis d' ores the richer, 
which, however, he told me, not to 
* mention to Mis. Laborde, as he ſhould 
% make her the uſual compliment beſides, 
« as well as the preſent. he intended me; 
« adding, Adieu, my princeſs, I hope to 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you again very 
4 ſoon, as I never met with a woman that 
gave me ſo much ſatisfaction.“ He then 
retired in great haſte, and was. ſcarce gone, 
before I had a viſit from madam Laborde. 
Well, my dear, faid ſhe, is the Preſident 
«a very good ſort of a man? has he given 
4 you EL thing? . No, I replied, ac- 
ED cording, 


- 
Fen 
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- cording to the injunction he laid upon me. 


Well, then, ſaid ſhe, here is a Louis d'or, 


Which he has given me for you; | hope 


„this will not be the only mark you will 
receive of his generoſity, for he ſeemed. 


to me quite enchanted with you. But, 


% my dear girl, you muſt not expect that. 
all our cuſtomers pay as well: there is 
ce profit and loſs in all kinds of trades; the 
good pay for the bad; no trader, always 
gains; you muſt lump poſts and perqui-- 
„ ſites together. Indeed our trade would 


be better, and more inexhauſtible than a 


« peruvian mine, if we were never diſap- 


= pointed: but patience; the "clergy will: 


© meet ſoon, and then you will ſee money 
« fly about here: without any, vanity, my. 
& houle is in. no little repute with them, IfT 
had only as many thouſand livres income 
« as I have accommodated prelates and 


„ abbbs of rank, T ſhould be able to make 


as great a figure as madam Pompadour. 
who is at the head of the profes 
But I have no great reaſon ta com- 
plain; thank heaven, I have enough to 
e ſupport. me without carrying on buſineſs 
Hany longer; but I look upon it as part of 
* my duty to be uſeful to ſociety, and I 
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* muſt . myſelf ſeme· host „ lazineſs 5 


TT. 
is the mother of all vice; if every one 
_ «© was employed, they would never. think 
of doing evil“. i 
Whilſt madam Laborde was hes expa- 
tiating upon the goodneſs of her trade, and 
the-rectitude of her conduct, I began to 
yawn; which ſhe perceiving; left me to go 
to repoſe, ſaying, To be ſure I muſt have 
«undergone ſome fatigue, conſidering L 
as not yet much uled to buſineſs.” 
-CH-&P. HE ; 

The chapter of animadverſion; being the 
balance of probieaing in the ſcale of 
8 1 5 


ESI DEs theſe comments upon Mrs. 
Laborde's character and conduct, I 
received ſuch uſeful inſtructions from her, 
in regard to the vocation L entered upon, 
that I began to conſider whoredom as a 
complete ſcience. She taught me to ſecure 
my health, improve my naturaligharms,. 
and play. them off on every gecaſion to the 
moſt advantage upon the men. Theſe diſ- 
coveries led me to ſome reflections upon 
the conduct of the modeſt part of the ſex, 
and I concluded from experience, that the 
Vowan. of pleaſure had — them the 
ſeotet 
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ſecret of multiplying their graces, and E 
playing them by foils and dreſs to ſo muctr 


advantage: I was convinced they had bor- 


rowed our look, our gait, our air, and that 
every modeſt woman ſtrove who ſhould: 
moſt reſemble a proſtitute. We are upon 
every occaſion the objects of their attention 


and ſtudy. It is from us that they receive 


every new faſhion, and all thoſe little arti- 


fices which enchant, and which no one can 


define. In a word, they have but little 
reaſon to upbraid us, for they are only ami-- 


able in proportion as they know how to co- 


Py us, to tincture their chaſtity with coque-- 
try, and to ape thoſe they deſpiſe. May 
this digreſſion turn out to the glory of ſo 
reſpectable and numerous a body as the pro- 


ſtitutes of all ranks and denominations, by; 


compelling our envious adverſaries to do us 
that juſtice we deſerve, and repair our he-- 
nour, which they as well as our admirers. 
have ſo violently attacked. ef ; 


The reader will perhaps from hence con- 


duds. that-I have already. made no ſmall: 
proficiency in my calling; and that I'ſhall. 
very ſoon, under the auſpices of ſo able and 


judicious an advocate as madam Laborde, 


be able to plead the cauſe of proſtitution 


ran court in Europe, 1 will not _ . 


We... 
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pate my werit on this occaſion, but leave 


bim te gels, by this ſample, of my future 


To reſume. Madam Laborde: who had 
overnight inveighed ſo bitterly againſt la- 
z⁊ineſs, was reſolved that | ſhould not make 
many acquaintance with vice, by a famili- 
arity with its gommon mother ; ſhe came 
into my apartment in the morning between 
five and fix, ſaying, in a tender voice, Are 
you awake, my dear? I did not intend 
8 to diſturb you ſo early, but all your com- 
* panions are ſti engaged with a ſet of 
young officers, whoſe company I would 
not let you go into, as I knew them to be 
very bad pay, and I intended you only 
« for my good cuſtomers :- but there is a 
t friend of mine below, he is a deputy far- 
* mer-general, an old acquaintance of mine, 
* who brings me regularly his two Louis 
* d'ors-a week, and F would not diſoblige 
« him, if poſſible ; get up my dear, two 
Louis are no ſuch contemptible preſent, 
4 eſpecially when they are ſo eaſily earned.“ 
I would fain have excuſed myſelf from 
this commiſſion; but ſhe, finding me ſome- 
what back ward, told me, he would not 
« detain me a quarter of an hour, and then. 
6: — Ts return to bed, if I'would,” 
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This argument prevailed upon me 
aith; and having dreſſed myſelf, I We 
to the parlour, where I found one of the 
moſt diſagreeable figures that nature in her 
anger muſt have produced: he was be- 
tween forty and fifty, hunch- backed, and 
bandy-legged: but though his body was 
thus deformed, it did not equal the anti- 
beauty of his face; it appeared to be one 
general ulcer, without the diſtinction of 
any features except his eyes, which were 
diſcernible only by their peculiar redneſs 
and moiſture. This man was I to fondle 
upon, to make love to, be in raptures with. 
I ſtarted at the fight of ſuch a monſter, 
which I imagined could never be a human 
being. Madam Laborde perceived my e- 
motion, and brought me a glaſs of raue 
to recruit my ſpirits. 

Let me draw a veil over his behaviour, 
which was ſtill more nauſeous and Wt M1 
ing than his perſon. 5 

When U reflect upon the eruel adds e. 


travagant whims which a woman of ples- - 
ſure is expoſed to, I cannot believe, that 


there is any condition, however mean, how- 
ever laborious, that is half fo miſerable: 


do not except even that of a bailif, era 


courtier, In 50. what. can be more inſup- 
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po poofable than to be compelled to indulge 
the caprices of the firſt man that offers 

Himſelf; to ſmile and faun upon a fool 
whom we diſpiſe in our hearts; to careſs 
an ohject that creates univerſal abhorrence: 
in a word, to be conſtantly diſguiſed _—_ 
the maſk of artifice and diſſimulation; to 
laugh, ſing, drink, and give ourſelves > 
every kind of riot and debauchery, moſt 
frequently againſt our will, and often with 
extreme repugnance !! Thoſe who figure 
to themſelves our lives as a tiſſue of plea- 
ſure and felicity, are but ill acquainted with 
our ſtate! Thoſe cringing, deſpicable ſlaves, 
who are continually paying their adulati- 
ons to the great, whilſt they are only up- 
on ſufferance, at the price of a thouſand 
; ſhameful meanneſſes, the moſt daſtardly 
complaiſance, and a perpetual diſguiſe of 
their ſentiments, are not ſenſible of half the 
- ſtings and mortifications which are inſe- 
parable from our lot. I ſhould not have 
much difficulty to believe that if miſery 
was any way meritorious in us, and could 
ſerve us in lieu of penance in this world, 
there would be few of us unworthy of a 
place in martyrology, and ſome of us might 
probably be cannized. As our proftitu- 


2 „ earn baſe intereſt, - ſo fove- - 
fo reign. 
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reign contempt, 00 and outrage, are 


our conſtant rewards. It is impoſſible for 


any one who has not followed the profeſſi - 


on, to imagine half the horrors that attend 


it. I tremble when I reflect upon the hard- 


ſhips which I ſuffered during my noviciate; 


and yet how many are there that have been 


afflicted with ſtill greater! She whom we 
to-day ſee triumphing in her gilt chariot, 
whoſe luxury and magnificence ſtrike the 
eyes of the whole town, and who inſolent- 
ly dictates to her keeper when and how he 
ſhall think, ſpeak, and eat; even ſhe was 
but late the refuſe of footmen, chairmen, 
and porters, the heroine of night-cellars, 
and the concubine of link-boys: have we 


not ſeen her traverſe the ſtreets, with ſcarce. 


a petticoat, who can now hardly move, un- 


der a load of jewels, to her equipage, and 


whoſe fight is offended at the ſhadow of 
any below nobility ? 

Such are the extraordinary rarfitions i in 
the republic of fornication; and theſe ani- 
madverſions ſeem to make a very proper 
ſequel to the beginning of the chapter, as 


an effeQual counterprize to our vanity and 


r 1 ſhall extend It no FOOT 
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Maria's being diſguſted at Mrs. Laborde, 
quits her houſe. The ditaſter that be- 
falls her. The difficulty ſhe finds of ob- 

taining her liberty. The uncommon vo- 

cation ſne makes with a muſqueteer, an 

adventure that had like to have proved 
fatal to her, is relieved by a canon. 


" Continued this profitable{trade at Mrs. 
Laborde's near fix months, and might 
have remained there, much longer, had it 
not been for the furious affault of a dozen 
muſqueteers, whom my landlady neither 
dared controul or even remonſtrate with. 
It was in vain for me to oppoſe their vio- 
lent attempts; force prevailed againſt all 
my intreaties, againſt all my outèries. 
told madam Laborde, I would no longer 
© expoſe mylelf to the repetition of ſuch 
17 violence,” and all her remonſtrances were 
inefectually uſed to induce me to alter my 
5 ſolution. She, at length, conſented to 
our ſeparation, upon condition that I ſhould 
5 continue an out- door aſſiſtant, whenever. | 
might be called upon for the good of the 
ſervice. I laid out about five pounds of 
the 8 1 hed. ved in ſome trifling 
| 8 goods 
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- goods, with which I furniſhed: 2 an appart- 
ment, in the Rue d' Argenteuil, in order to 
avoid falling under the laſh of the commiſ- 


ſaries. But what avails human foreſight 
when our ſtars combine againſt us! When 
1 imagined myſelf in the greateſt ſecurity, 


envious calumny diſturbed my peaceful ſo- 


litude, and deſtroyed all my hopes at the 


very inſtant I thought of accompliſhing. 5 
them. 

Amongſt the number of rakes who paid 
their reſpecis to me, there was one whom: 
I admitted with great caution and circum- 
ſpection; he was imprudent enough to de- 


vote himſelf to variety, and he wanted to 


foſter upon me. the lineal heir of his unre- 
{trained gratification. This he did in fo 
outrageous a manner as to diſturb the tran- 
quillity of the neighbourhood; for being 
conſcious of my innocence, I rebuked him 
for the inſult, which ſo exaſperated him, 
that he abuſed me at the window i in the 
moſt ſcandalous and opprobrious manner. 
Some aftiquated practitioners who lived 


facing me, and were jealous of my ſucceſs, 00 


took advantage of this little diſturbance 5 
and gave information thereof to the Police, 
and a night or two after I had a viſit Haigh 
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me by half a dozen carabineers of St. 

Come, who conducted me to the Bittre, 

I was confined here for upwards of ten 
days, during which time I wrote to madam 

Laborde, defiring her to uſe her intereſt, 
in order to procure my liberty; but I re- 
ceived no anſwer from her, any more than 
from the reſt of thoſe to whom J wrote; 
and in all likelihood IT ſhould have ended 
my days here, or been ſent to the planta- 
tions, if I had not luckily thought of Mr. 
Le Preſident à mortier,, whom J was firſt 
introduced to at that lady's. The very 
next day after I penned my letter, I was in- 
formed that I was no longer a priſoner. 

* Though this gentleman's generolity had 
reſtored me to my liberty, I found much 
difficulty to obtain another lodging, but 
upon condition of admitting no male viſi- 
tors: this I was compelled to confent to, 
not without hopes, however, of eluding my 
promiſe ; but my landlady was ſuch an in- 
defarigable Argus, and ſuch an admirer of 

hours and regularity, that I Was very 
ſoon, in deſpite of my inclination, in the 
virtuous road to famine. 3 : 
In this ſituation 1 had an offer made me 


5 by a painter, to ſtand for a model at their 


. academy. 


(2x7 _ 
academy. I was not arrived at ſack a pitch 
of indelicacy as not to be greatly ſnocked 
at che thoughts of expoſing myſelf naked 
to a number of men at once: but that all 
ruling paſſion eating ſurmounted my mo- 


deſty, and I actually engaged with him ac- 
cording to his propoſal; I have had the ho- 
nour to be an object of ſtudy and amuſe- 


ment to all the painters and daubers of Pa- 
ris. They have exhaufled upon me every 
ſubject ſacred or profane. At one time I 


repreſented a penitent Magdalen, at another 


Paſiphae; one day I was an angel, the next 


a fury, according to the whim, Od OY 


of the gentlemen. of virt. 


The expoſition of my charms were pro- 


curing me a comfortable ſubſiſtence, with- 
out running any other rifk than that of 
catching cold, when I was rivalled by a ſiſ- 
ter expoſitor, who had no ſuperior merit to 
me, except that of novelty : they knew me 


all over by heart, and they thought there 


no longer required any proof of ſkill to de- 
pict me, as I had by repetition become fa- 
miliar; whereas mademoiſelle Labette, 
though not near fo well-proportioned as 


myſelf, had, by the force of variety alone, 

ſuperceded me in my moſt advantageous 

calling. They were . ſoon” on 
vinced 


by 
_ 
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vinced that her vivacity did not only pre. 


vent them drawing her preciſely in thoſe 


attitudes which were required, but alſo that 
it might be of dangerous conſequences to 
their ſociety, by bringing upon them the 
reſentment of the Police. One day, whilſt 


ſhe was ſtanding for chaſte Suſannah, in 


puris naturalibis, a proceſſion of the Car- 


melites paſſing by, ſhe leaped from the 


table, and flew to the balcony to become a 
ſpectator: the attention of the populace 
was immediately diverted from the reli- 
gious proceſſion; and ſome over-zealous 
attendants upon the monks gave her a ſa- 
lute of pebbles. Nor did this affair end 
here, for the maſter of the houſe narrowly 
eſcaped being ſent to the gallies for admit- 
ting of ſuch ſcandalous proceedings. 
About this time I had an offer made me 
by a muſketeer, who was really a fine gen- 
tleman : He propoſed to allow me a hun- 


dred livres a month: I readily accepted of 


this offer, which | thought at this time 
very advantageous; it had beſides an addi- 
tional recommendation, for I really liked 
the man; and we accordingly took up our 
quarters in the Rue de Chaume. Monſieur 
Dubois, which was my friend's name, was 
fond of me to admiration, ſo that our 

eſteem 


IL 25“ 
eſteem was mutual: this might be conſi- 
dered as a very extraordinary phænomenon 
in the courſe of proſtitution, an inſur- 
mountable averſion being generally the 
only recompence of keepers. But with all 
this regard on my ſide, I will not pretend 
to aver that I was over ſcrupulouſly con- 
ſtant to him. My hair-dreſſer was a hand- 
ſome young fellow, and I found it both my 
intereſt and inclination to gratify his de- 
fires : however, Monfieur Dubois had no 
kind of ſuſpicion upon this head, and I 
might have been ſaid to live eaſy and com- 
fortable for a woman in my condition, 
when an unlucky accident once more de- 


ſtroyed my repoſe. The court being then © 


at Fontainbleau, and Mr. Dubois upon 


duty, my landlady concluding he would _ 


not return but with the king, begged of 


me to lend her my apartment, for a parti- 


cular acquaintance, who was come from 
the country with his wife to paſs two or 
three days in Paris. I did not make the 
leaſt difficulty to oblige her, and I was to 
lie with her whilſt the viſitor ſtaid. The 
good folks accordingly took poſſeſſion of 
my bed the ſame night. _ | 
Mr. Dubois had obtained leave of bh | 
Vor. II. * com- 
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commanding officer to return to Paris upon 
ſome preſſing buſineſs. He had a key of 
the ſtreet- door, where with he let himſelf in 
when he would. He opened the door very 
ſoftly, to avoid diſturbing the family; he 
repaired to my apartment, but what was 
his aſtoniſnment at being aſked, who is 
there? in a maſculine voice! He ap- 
proached my bed, trembling at once with 
fear and rage : he feels about the pillows, 
and finds two heads. It was now that the 
dæ mon jealouſy, the ſpirit of revenge, over- 
powered his reaſon. Without farther in- 
quiry, or ceremony, he falls upon the bed- 
fellows with his cane, and gives them ſo 
hearty a baſtinado, that the unfortunate 
man, endeavouring to ſave his wife from 
this furious aſſailant, has one of his arms 
broke in the fray. It is eaſy to imagine 
what a ſcene muſt enſue, The houſe is 
preſently in an uproar; nay the whole 
_ neighbourhood is alarmed at the outcrics 
of the unfortunate pair. Murder is ſcream- 
ed on every ſide. The guet came, and Mr. 
Dubois, too late diſcovering his miſtake, is 
arreſted, and conducted to the Hotel. 
As this tumult was occaſioned. entirely 
POP my account, I did not think it pru- 
dent 


627 J 
dent to wait the iſſue of the event; but 
having ſlipt on a petticoat and a petenlair, 
I took refuge with a canon of St. Nicholas, 
who lodged under the ſame roof. This 
holy man had looked very kindly on me 
for ſome time, and I queſtion whether he 
was much diſpleaſed at the adventure, 
which furniſhed him with an opportunity 
of teſtifying his regard for me. | 
I ingratiated myſelf fo well in the ca- 
non's favour, that he propoſed to ſhare with 
me the revenue of his living. Though this 
was no great amount, it would have been 
very imprudent in me, at this juncture to 
have refuſed it: ſo that the ſame evening 
he put on me one of his old ſacerdotal 
dreſſes, in which it was ſcarce poſſible for 
any body to have known me, and con- 
ducted me to ar acqaintance of his in ane i 
Rue e e 3% - 1 280 6 
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i CHAP. v. 


1 a WE" to ad Maillot. The 


accident that happens to the canon. His 

funeral oration by madam Maillot. The 

. outlines of the character of brother La- 
moüũe. | | 

HE perſon to whom this pious fa- 

ther introduced me was one madam 

Maillot, neither more nor leſs than a dealer 

in old cloaths. This worthy lady had ſome 

time before ſerved the canon in the capa- 


city of houſe-keeper, and ſhe left him to 


take for better for worſe a water-carrier, 


who ſojourned but a ſhort time after his 
nuptials, in this tranſitory ſphere. In a 
word, it was to the care of this venerable 


trader that I was recommended till ſuch 


time as ſhe could procure me a convenient 


lodging. 

Madam Maillot was a lady of no ſmall 
bulk in point of corpulence; but beneath 
this ſurcharge of fleſh, there might be diſ- 
covered the veſtiges of a tolerable good 
face, upon the ſtrength of which ſhe ſtill 


carried on a ſmall libidinous commerce 
\ ON | Wien 


[29] 
with a brother of the ſeraphic order of St: 
Francis. - | 

+ The intricate mazes. which: 145 to , the 
G . of that blind goddeſs fortune are in- 
explorable to humanity; would it be ſup- 
poſed, that my firſt elevation to that ſphere 
of grandeur I afterwards ſhone in, is to be 
attributed to the acquaintance I made with 

a dealer in old cloaths; yet nothing is more 
certain, But what is moſt aſtoniſhing in 
the concatination of fatality, and which 
confounds the human underſtanding, is, 
that frequently the paths of felicity are 
pointed out by events in themſelves ſnocx- 
ing and dreadful. A poor countryman 
who relies upon the hoſpitality of his friend, 
is broke alive whilſt he is repoſing himſelf 
in my chamber: and that I may not be 
called upon to be any way reſponſible for 
this tragical adventure, I eſcape” to my 
neighbour the canon's, who privately con- 
ducts me to madam Maillot's: this is not 
all. The next day, to complete my mor- 
tification, I am informed, that the canon 
himſelf is eruſhed by the falling of a 
church, and lies buried in the ruins; and 
by this unexpected diſaſter, there eme no 
other reſource than for me to rely entirely 
N the” * mercy of my landlady. 
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In ſuch a ſituation it is not in the leaſt 
ſurpriſing that tears ſhould expreſs the dic- 
tates of my heart, which madam Maillot 
ſuppoſed a tribute I was paying to the dead. 


For ſome minutes our ſtreams of ſorrow 


flowed in concert; after which, this good 
woman being naturally no great friend to 
laſting affliction, attempted to adminiſter 


_ confolation, in which ſhe ſucceeded better 
by her ridiculous animadverſions, than the 


moſt learned doctor could have dune wath 
all his morality and logic. 


* Come, my dear, ſaid ſhe, it is time 
* that reaſon ſhould take place, for if we 


ere to cry till doomſday, we could not 
bring him back to life. God's will be 
* done! and, after all, it is not us that 
* have killed him. It is his own fault if 
* he is dead; yes, that it is; what the 
& plague had he to do at Matins ? he who 
* in the courſe of a whole . twelve-month, 
& does not go four times? Was there ever 
a worſe-judged time for devotion? Might 
* not Matins have been ſung juſt as well 
0 without him? Are not the choiriſts paid 
„for it Ay, as goſlip Guiltote ſays, Death 
* 18a great traitor, as well as a great ty- 


+ rant ; juſt when we the leaſt expect him, 


& he comes upon us; who in the name of _ 
# p CTY 2 | 


9 — * ” 


PA If; 
«6 ey could have told the canon . : 
“ terday, we ſhall have a fine gooſe to- 
“ morrow, but the deuce a bit will you be 
« able to eat of it? He would have (worn 
« it was a lye, and that he could eat his 
« ſhare. Yet this is the way we are mif- 


taken every day. It is a thouſand pities 


* to be ſure; for it is as fine a gooſe as ever 
« was ſerved at the king's table; it muſt be 
„ ſo; and what ſignifies grieving; all the 


$6 chagrin in the world won't make us a 
« farthing richer; for, to own the truth, 


<< I believe if people were paid for mourn- 
ing, I ſhould be as ſorrowful as the moſt 


« weeping attendant upon a funeral, Be- 
e tween friends there's no great loſs ; tis 
„true, he loved his wench, but then he 
<6 promiſed ten times more than he per- 


„ formed; and what was worſe the rogue 
** would not let them paſture in another's 


„ground, though he could notallow them 


* a handful more forage ; and then he was 
e tinctured with no ſmall ſpice of gluttony ; 


< and, canon: like, he would now and then 
get mellow; but, what's worſe than all, 


he run in debt for it; what ſignifies 


hiding the truth; he is dead and gone, 
* but; to be ſure, never did a more worth- 


© leſs fellow, even of a prieſt, break bread.” 
3 .c 3 Madam 


ve 
Madam Maillot convinced me by this 
| learned funeral oration upon her maſter, 
that our ſervants are nothing better than 
ſpies and critics of our conduct, who are 
the more dangerous, in proportion as they 
are unable to diſcern our good qualities, 
though they have always too much malice 
not to diſcover our weakneſſes and imper- 
fections. She, however, talked to me in 
a very different manner with regard to 
brother Lamoùe: he was living, and his 
church newly rebuilt ; ſo that there was no 
great likelihood of having an opportunity | 
ſoon of diſplaying her talents in a funeral 
oration upon his account, by reaſon of a ſi- 
milar cataſtrophe, It muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that he was of fo agreeable a diſpo- 
ſition, that he deſerved encomiums from 
all who knew him. He entered juſt as 
.madam Maillot was truſſing the gooſe for 
the ſpit. I perceived a fine young fellow, 
robuſt and vigorous, with piercing eyes and 
an expreſſive countenance. My worthy | 
landlady immediately acquainted him with 
the accident that had befel her and my- 
ſelf, in the perſon of the defunct canon; 
but he had already gained information of 
it; for what indeed elſe have the clergy in 
France to do but gather news, which they 
| commu- 
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communicate by way of barter for more, 


fave ſouls, and increaſe bodies; without 


conſidering fornication as a vice, or cuc- 
koldom as a crime, but in the pulpit ? No 
one who ever wore the habit was better 


calculated for this traffic than brother La- 


motie ; he was an adept at regulating nice 


interviews, removing obſtacles, eluding the 


vigilance of the moſt penetrating Argus, 
cheating jealous huſbands, and relieving ti- 
mid virgins from the tyrannical empire of 


relations. In a word, he was the king of 


Proxenetes's, and the en of the in- 


triguing world. 
Such an acquaintance could not fail of 


being agreeable to me, as madam Maillot 


told me, that he never undertook any girl's 


ſettlement, without being ſure to accom- 
pliſh it. I therefore thought it my intereſt, 
to be in every reſpect condeſcending to this 
amiable and uſeful brother; and as he was 
not poſſeſſed of any fort of baſhfulneſs, 
which prevented his foon coming to an ex- 
planation upon the ſcore of Cyprian devo- 
tions, in which his greateſt fervency was 
demonſtrated, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 


1 kept him long in dalliance, No, to ac- 
knowledge the truth, I made him as happy 
as he deſired the very firſt night I ſaw him: 


* 
+ 
—— — 
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nor was madam Maillot any way diſpleaſed 


at my condeſcenſion, though ſhe conſidered 
brother Lamoitie, not without reaſon, as 
Part of her property. Her maxim was, 
that gluttony was a deadly fin, and that 
© where there was a plenteous board, two 4 
« gueſts might eat at the ſame meſs, with- 
out either being in apprehenſion of want.“ 


CHAP. VL 


The good diſpoſitions of brother ram: 
towards Maria, which are fruſtrated by 


the ſudden death of the opera-manager. 
He promiſes her his further intereſt, 

whilſt ſhe remains under the direction of 
madam Maillot. The pious advice of 
this worthy lady, &c. | 


T3 ROTHER Lamode was-ſo well con- 
vinced in the morning of .my talents,. 
that he prophetically told I ſhould certainly 
make my fortune. Continued he, I could 
<«-eafily recommend you to one, who would: 
« immediately take you into keeping, but 
„he would make no ſettlement, and I 
think you are deſerving of ſome one bet- 
% ter. Your figure and perſon will not let 


. you long remain in a ſtate of obſcurity; 
£66 and, 


[1 


« and, every thing conſidered, the opera 
ill be the beſt place for you to expoſe 
« your charms to a fair market. I will uſe 
&« all my intereſt to get you engaged there: 
« the only queſtion is, whether you think 
« yourfelf better qualified for a finger or a 
Gan... 8 

To this 1 replied, J thought my voice 
& was not good enough, and perhaps they 
might have objections, if they knew I 
& was a foreigner, in regare to my pronun- 
„ ciation. / 

« As to your voice, he nan I think. 
« it very elegant, and I do not imagine it 
& poſlible for the niceſt ear to determine 
« that you are not a native; but I am of 
„opinion you will captivate the moſt as a 
* dancer ; for really, ſaid he, (viewing my 
leg) you will make a conqueſt of the 
& whole parterre the firſt night.” 
My orthodox friend was as good as his: 
word; he ſpoke to the director of the 
opera the next day, and gave me a letter 
of recommendation to him; but he was . 
taken ill of a malignant fever, which car- "I'M 
ried him off in a few days. Brother I 
molle had not yet eſtabliſhed his influence: 
with the new manager; but he had not 
the 500; doubt, but as ſoon as he became 

_ 
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acquainted with his merits and pretenſions, 
he ſhould have the ſame intereſt at the 
opera as he had before, and he very ſin- 


_ cerely aſſured me, that as ſoon as he could 


rely upon it, I might command it. 
In this expectation, though I received 


. ſcarce any gratifications from brother La- 
moe, I thought it prudent to keep up my 


correſpondence with him; but madam 


M. aillot, who very well knew that an ac- 
quaintance of this kind would but little aſ- 


ſiſt good houſekeeping, gave me ſuch ad- 
vice as ſhe thought would be of temporary 
advantage, till things were brought to a 


criſis, when I might diſplay my legs to 


double advantage to the parterre. 
From the moment I had made an ac- 


quaintance with brother Lamotie, I con- 
ceived the idea of making my fortune, and 


of leaving my preſent hoſteſs ; but the diſ- 
appointment I had juſt met with by the loſs 
of the manager obliged me to defer putting 
my project in execution, and I therefore 


Was compelled implicitly to follow the di- 


rections of madam Maillot. She gave me 
directions where to walk; in what manner 


to behave to a cavalier, when he accoſted 


me; how far I ſhould flatter his expecta- 
tions; and in what manner I ſhould dangle 
him 
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him home to her houſe, where ſhe ebe 
make a proper advantage of him. 

In the courſe of a week I had been lucky 
enough to obtain no leſs than five different 
lovers, every one of whom paid me hand- 


ſomely, and my hoſteſs began to treat mne , 


with peculiar civility upon.my ſucceſs. She 

faid, © ſhe found I was a gir} of parts, 
„ which only wanted a little cultivation; 
* that her good inſtructions had not been 
e thrown away upon me, but that ſhe had 
lone bit of advice to give me, which had 
e hitherto eſcaped her, to beware of the mi- 
* litary ; for thoſe among them who are 


rich all keep miſtreſſes ; one half of the 
poor ones are in keeping themſelves, and 


« the other half are not able to keep W 
© miſtreſſes or themſelves.” 3 
I acquieſced to every thing my jade 
and worthy governante aſſerted, and pro- 
miſed to be guided entirely by her direc- 
tions: whilſt, in my heart, I looked upon 
her, as a moſt infernal jade, and had re- 
ſolved to treat her as ſuch the very firſt op- 
N that — 


CHAP. 


N 
c H A. P. VII. 


An interview with a gentleman. The un- 
ceeaſineſs Maria feels in his company, 
notwithſtanding his politeneſs and re- 
gard. Diſcovers him to be her brother 
at a very critical time: Mrs. Maillot's 
logic and counſel, which diſguſt Maria. 


HILST. I was ſtill at madam Mail- 
lot's, I was one evening overtaken _ 
' by a en, in the Rue St. Honore, 
UE who after much ſollicitation, I permitted to 
BE conduct me home. It cannot be ſuppoſed 
that my landlady was any of thoſe ſqueamiſh 
women who would object to the  admit- 
tance of a ſtranger, eſpecially when his ap- 
bpearance beſpoke him the man of opulence: 
no, ſhe very readily lighted us up ſtairs, 
and as readily took his orders for the ſup- 
per. Whilſt this was preparing, he ſaid a 
thouſand tender things to me, that I was 
te the prettieſt woman he had ever ſeen in 
France; and that if I had not ſpoke ſuch 
1 good French, he ſhould have been of 
“ opinion, that I was an Engliſh woman, I 
« ſo much reſembled Fenty, in my cleanul- 
«*-nels.and complexion.” 


Not-- 


[39] 
Notwithſtanding all theſe compliments, 
and the moſt engaging. behaviour on his 
fide, I was far from being entertaining, or- 
behaving with that complaiiance he had 
reaſon to expect from me; I was ſeized 
with a kind of melancholy, which, notwith- 
ſtanding all my efforts to ſurmount, I could: . ü 
not get the better of; the application of. BM 
the champaign was entirely void of effect; _— 
and it was with the greateſt reluctance that 
I indulged him with an embrace, and all 
his converſation, which tended towards a-- 
morous delight, ſhocked my ears more than. 
it could have done before I had yielded to 
the propoſals of my firſt vile ſeducer. He 
HS perceived my chagrin, and was very ſoli- 
citous to know the cauſe: I evaded giving. 
an explicit anſwer ; for, indeed, I could not 
have done it. | 
At length the hour came for our retir- 
ing to reſt, and madam Maillot, who had 
perceived the plenitude of his purſe, had 
taken the greateſt pains to ſet off my a- 
partment to the moſt advantage. I was 
already undreſſed and in bed, when he was 
taking off his ſtock and unbuttoning his 
ſhirt collar, 1 perceived: a remarkable mole 
on the right a of bis neck; 3 this imme- 
| e 


* 
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diately brought to my recollection every 
feature of my brother Charles. 

1 jumped out of bed, and ſcreaming 
flew in my preſent condition to the room 
of Mrs. Maillot: ſhe was unable to con- 
ceive the cauſe of my conſternation, and 
concluded, that the houſe was on fire; fo 
that, without enquiring of me what was 
the matter, ſhe immediately repaired to my 
chamber, where ſhe found my brother in 
as much confuſion as I had appeared. He 
aſked her whether I was accuſtomed to fits, 
relating to her what had happened, and 
adviſing her to take care of me, and give 
me what relief ſhe could, as he imagined I 
was ſomewhat diſordered in my mind, ſay- 
ing, he had perceived a fixed melancholy 
in my countenance the whole evening, and 
that he had concluded I had ſomething 
which violently affected my ſpirits. 

Madam Maillot hereupon returned to 
me with an air of greater aſtoniſhment than 
either of us, and would fain have perſuad- 


ed me to go back to my friend, as ſhe cal- 


led him, who ſhe added, appeared very 


 < much like a gentleman, and could not 


<« poſſibly be guitly of uſing me ill:“ but 


all her perſuaſives were of no avail, and 1 


| could not be Cee non W to return to my 
room, 


„ 
room, till ſuch time as J found my brother 
was gone. 

The news of his mein put on his cloaths 
and being retired, gave me more real ſa- 
tisfaction, than I was ever ſenſible of be- 
fore: it delivered me from a load, that op- 
preſſed me beyond deſcription : I immedi- 
ately breathed another æther; all my ſor- 
rows was expelled ; all my anguiſh was 
diſſipated. I was now poſleſſed of ſpirits 
enough to acquaint Mrs. Maillot with the 
cauſe of my ſurprize and behaviour: but 
ſhe treated it in a manner very different 
from what I expected. She attempted to 
reaſon caſuiſtically upon the ſubje&, and 
would fain have perſuaded me, it would 
* have been no fin to have committed in- 
** ceſt, as we cannot ſuppoſe the children 
* of Adam could have had any other wives 
** than their daughters and ſiſters : and ad- 
viſed me, in caſe he returned, not to be 
“ ſo prudiſh, as he was fluſh of money, and 
appeared very fond of me.” TEL 

This reaſoning and advice comp 
my antipathy to madam Maillot, and I re- 
ſolved to profit of the firſt favourable op- 


portunity, to break the connexion between 
us, 


CC HAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The tranſition of Maria's fortune; her 
grandeur and elegance; leads the faſhi- 
ons of the gay ladies of Paris, who ſcru- 
8 imitate her in every part of her 
dreſs. 


T was but two days after, that walking 
& in the Thuilleries, 1 obſerved an Eng- 
liſh nobleman keep his eyes conſtantly up- 
on me, turn as I turn, and move juſt ac- 
cording to my motions. Madam Maillot, 
who was with me, told me, I had made a 
conqueſt, but hoped I ſhould not find him 
to be another brother of mine. She would 
have had more reaſon to have been of this 
opinion, if ſhe had underſtood Engliſh, and 
had heard him declare, © Egad, Tom, ſhe 


-- © js the fineſt creature I ever ſaw in my 


4 life; Pl! have her if ſhe is comeatable, 
« though ſhe coſts me ten thouſand 
„ pounds.” I did not reveal this diſcove- 
ry to madam Maillot, but failed not being 
in the Thuilleries the next day, preciſely 
at the ſame hour, I had taken particular 
care to dreſs myſelf to the greateſt advan- 
tage, having e three hours extra- 

ordinary 
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ordinary that morning at my toilette, and 
exhauſted the whole ſkill of three of the 
greateſt artiſts in all Paris, in point of hair- 
dreſſing. If ever I was able to rivet the 
fetters which I had already linked, me- 
thought I could not fail at preſent. 

I no ſooner entered the gardens, than I 
perceived my admirer at the end of the 
walk ; his eye caught mine in an inſtant, 


and he ſeemed to gaze with admiration and 


ſurprize. I appeared to take no notice of 


| him, when he came up to madam Maillot, 


and aſked, with a faultering voice, if hat 
lady was warriet ? to which ſhe anſwered, 


ſhe believed nat, Then madam, continued 


he, I ſhould take it as a particular favour, 
if you will inform me where ſhe lives. Ma- 
dam Maillot was too well verſed in her 


trade, to give a direct anſwer to this queſ- 


tion. “ Sir, ſaid ſhe, though ſhe is not 
e married at preſent, ſhe is engaged, and 
« jt would be bighly 1 improper for any gen- 
e tleman to wait upon her.“ This informa- 
tion did but double his curioſity, and 
though we made as many turnings and 
windings as half a dozen Fiacres could trace, 


we were, nevertheleſs, dogged home, by 


one of the gentlemen's footmen. 
The next day he ſent me a letter, where- 
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in he made me ſuch propoſals as it would 
have been very imprudent for me to have 
refuſed in my preſent ſituation, and, as a 
fample of his generoſity he preſented me 


with a repeating watch by Le 125 and a 


valuable ring. 

A week's time made a complete tranſi. 
tion in my affairs. From the ſcurvy dwel- 
ling of madam Maillor, I was moved to an 
elegant lodging in a magnificent Hotel in 
Rue Colbert, at thirty Louis a month; a 
ſervant in livery, a valet dechambre, a 
maitre d'hotel, two waiting maids, and a 


brilliant carofſe roup by RAN, formed my 


retinue. 


vor be ſaid te head the falbion 


of Paris, at leaſt amongſt thoſe ladies who 
"ſhone forth with peculiar ſplendour, at the 

price of their reputation: every opera ſinger, 
and every kept woman of any eminence, 
ſtrove to outvie each other, in imitating 
me: it was enough that mademoiſell 


Brown had appeared in ſuch a cap, or ſuch | 
a cloak; their milliners were immediately 


ſet to work to produce them the like. 
Monſieur Crapodine made his fortune by 


dreſſing my hair: he curled it in a peculi- 
ar form with drop-locks ; every one imme- 


4 255 enquired who was my dreſſer, and 


5 he 


8 a loans th. . — 


LS 


. 45 I 
he had preſently more cuſtomers than he 


could wait upon; ſo. that he fixed his price 


according to the hour, and would frequent- 


ly make a dozen Louis of a day, by the folly: . 
and caprice of thoſe who imitated my fa- 


ſhions. 


tinction, madam Maillot made great inte- 
reſt to come and ſerve me in quality of 


houſe-keeper ; and, to this end, ſhe en- 
gaged brother Lamode for her ambaſladen: LR 
but his negociation proved fruitleſs, «as F _ 
was reſolved to have no connexion with a 


perſon of her principles and diſpoſition. 


CHAP. IX. 


A ſketch of the artifices uſed by opera girls 
do gull the Engliſh gentlemen who go to 
Paris. The conduct of a Britiſh mer- 


chant's ſon in that metropolis ; his folly 


and extravagance. The 


HUS did I continue moving in the 
higheſt ſphere of luxury and gran- 

deur in the metropolis: of France, by the 
ſupport and countenance of an Engliſh no- 


bleman, whom the French themſelves are 5 


2 impelled to acknowledge ſurpaſs their own 


nobleſſe | ? | 


When I was crit at « ahi RET of dif. 5 
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nobleſſe in grandeur, LI ity, and mag- 
nificence. It is for this reaſon that an o- 
pera girl in France no ſooner hears of the 


+ 20 arrival of a milord Anplois, than ſhe ſets all 


her machines in movement, and plays off 
all her artillery, as ſhe concludes her for. 
tune compleated, if ſhe has the good luck 
to make a conqueſt of him. Whilſt J re- 
mained in Paris, upon the bon on, there 
were no leſs than four opera girls in keep- 
ing by Engliſh gentlemen ; and if one might 
judge by their extravagance in dreſs and 
equipage, they could not be ſupported for 
leſs than a hundred pounds a week, beſides 
_ preſents of jewels and ſuch like ſuperfluous 
- ornaments. Mademoiſelle Florezete, who 
was one of them, and with whom I was 
acquainted, gave me ſome account of the 
artifices ſhe had Practiſed upon her Engliſh 
lover. 

Fhe firſt good man, ſaid ſhe, that! 
& attracted on my coming on the ſtage was 
« rich banker's ſon of London; his fa- 
c ther was a baronet, and he was particu- 
& Jarly ſollicitous of ſupporting the title and 
& dignity of his family, by his magnificence 
and appearance. No man in Paris had 
« afiner equipage, or more elegant liveries, 


A * and no man in Paris bid fairer for mak- 
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. ing a good keeper. Though he conlit 
4 not lay claim to any great excellence in 
ce perſon, as his ſtature was rather below 
« the middle ſize, and his legs were not ſo 

perfectly ſtrait as he could have wiſhed, 
« he had accompliſhments which he piqued 
« himſelf upon, and which, dev, were 
“ ſomewhat extraordinary. No man kept 
e better race-horſes, was a greater maſter 
«© of boxing, or was better qualified to carry 
« off a dozen bottles of champaign, with- 


„out reeling. This gentleman, who was 


the hope and idol of his family, travel- 
„Jed, in order to unite with his corporeal 
« accompliſhments ſuch as are acquired by 
« ſeeing the world, and an acquaintance 
« with the beau monde. However, the 
only connex1on he had at preſent in Paris 
« was at his banker's, upon whom he had 
an unlimited letter of credit, and all his 
« acquaintance was confined to two or 
« three Chevaliers d'Induſtrie, pimps and 
* hangers on, and the charming Thais's . 
they procured him. 1 

„ M. L. who was then a pander in or- 
5 dinary to the opera girls, happening to 
* fall in company with Mr. B. he expreſſed 


< his ſurprize that a genileman of his fami- 
« * and ee ſhould have ſo ſmall 


„ 2 
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e à connexion with the ladies; and, at the 
* ſame time, threw out ſome hints, that 
he could introduce him to one of the 
„ moſt accompliſhed women upon the 


« ſtage; that they were the only acknow- 
& ledged goddeſſes in Paris, to whom the 
&« pay and polite all paid their adorations. 


„The bait took: Mr. B. acknowledged 
„That he had for ſome time had a very 


« ſincere deſire of being engaged with one; 
that it was no other than Mademoiſelle 
« Florezete. The deuce, replied Mr. L. 


4 you have as much genuine taſte as if you 


nad reſided here a dozen years. Do you 


„ know, that ſince the memory of man, 
E there never appeared a more divine Crea- 
ture than Florezete upon our ſtage ! It 


jg not above a month ſince ſhe has been 


: 2 diſengaged, and ſhe has already ſo many 


* propoſals made her, that ſhe does not 
„know which to accept. She is beſieged 
46 gn all ſides; and her aſſailants, 1 it muſt be 


do ned, are very furious in their attacks. 
is 5 She is che very perſon I ſhould have menti- 


> * oned, and is, indeed, the only one at pre- 


1 44 ſent that would be worthy, of your rank 
= and merit. 


This was a modeſt repreſentation oof 
S? me, you will r for the firſt overture; 
4. but 
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et but Mr. L. had like to have gone too fat 


& in repreſenting my ſuitors ſo numercus, 


as Mr. B. was not fond of much trouble, 


„and was not knight. -errant ſufficient to 
« deſire encountring more difficulties than 
ehe could ſurmount with his money; ſo. 
that he was upon the point of giving up 
all hopes of me, when Mr. L. reſumed 
his panegyrical harangue in the W 
” ro als 


— But fir, continued he, ſhe has ſo - 


* many obligations to me, and I have fo 
“ much your intereft at heart, that me- 


thinks I could ſoon make an impreſſion 


* on her in your favour; eſpecially as ſhe 
js in raptures with a foreigner, and as 


« there is never a one at preſent upon her 


c liſt of ſuitors : ſhe is the leaſt ſelf. intereſt- 


« woman I ever knew, and would make 


&« an incomparable miſtreſs to a man who 


«© would pay her proper reſpect. You can- 


e not conceive how great her attachement 


« was to her laſt lover: it muſt be acknow- 4 
* ledged he was very worthy of it, and that 


no man ever behaved to a woman in a 
% more noble or a more generous manner. 
It was in vain for her to hide her wants 
« from him; for you know a pretty woman 
« has always ſome of one ſort or other: he 
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I had a 8 rprizing penetration for di c 
covering them, and they ſeemed to ſtrug- 
__ : < gle who ſhould act the moſt diſintereſted. 
455 « part, in a manner as extraordinary as it 
„Was agreeable. | 
© Mr. B. was captivated at theſe great 
1 elogiums, which Mr. L. laviſhed upon 
© me; he could no longer reſiſt, ſtrongly 
* 3jmportuning him to furniſh him with an 
opportunity of converſing with me. This 
% Mr. L. told him would be very difficult 
et to cffeQ, till ſuch time as he paved the 
% way for him, by repreſenting him as the 
:*© moſt amiable as well as generous cha- 
« racter in the world, it being an invariable 
rule with me, to admit no viſitors, but 
+ ſuch who bore the beſt of reputations, 
„ and were very ſtrongly recommended. 
« ] was immediately informed of all that 
4 had paſſed, and reſolved with Mr. L's 
« advice not to admit him to a viſit, ul 
e ſuch time as I had more ſtrongly excited 
his paſſion by my appearance in a new 
. ballet, which was at preſent in rehearſal, 
and which was to be repreſented in a 
, few days. Mr. L. therefore informed 
& him, that I was at preſent ſo greatly taken 
e up with learning this new dance, that! 


„ had. not a momant to myſelf, but that 
. SC & he 


6 4 
« he had no reaſon to doubt, but by the fa. 
« yourable repreſentation he had given of 
«© him, and the attention with which I had 
« liſtened, he would be able to introduce 
« him to me, as ſoon : as my preſent hurry 
&« was over. 

« He failed not to be preſent at the re- 
* hearſal of the new opera, and he took 
* an opportunity of paying his obeiſſance, 
« by reſpectfully kiſſing my hand behind 
« the ſcenes. I was very far from being 
1 diſpleaſed at ſeeing him at this rehearſal: 
« for it is upon theſe occaſions that the 
opera ladies diſplay their greateſt magni- 

«* ficence, by endeavouring to outribal 
* each other in dreſs and appearance. 


This was his firſt advance, and, no 
« doubt, he imagined, he had performed. 
* wonders in having raviſhed my hand, 
« and obtained from me a ſmile of appro- 
* bation. loan 
CHA FP. NR. 
Sequel of the adventure between Made- 
moiſelle Florezete and Mr. Bennet. 
HE Palais-Royal ſeems to be a 
territory, whoſe property is en- 
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« tirely inveſted in we ladies of the oo . 


pera, and which we ſeem to have ac. 
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c foundation of the theatre itſelf. It is in 


„ this garden of freedom, that we are au- 


n 


i; 
it 
N 
* 
LY 
* 
it 
87 
= 
. 

a 


- 
or - _— hs Win L * WW 
. . nem EAA 5 
— — 2 rn 


t thorized to take upon ourſelves the airs 
te of women of conſequence, and to brave 
te with impunity the eye of the ſpectator by 
* our magnificent dreſs and our brilliant 
. appearance. There it was that Mr. Ben- 
ce net came to meet me the next day, and 
& ſay all the tender things he could ſuggeſt, 
« whilſt I, with an air of triumph and diſ- 
e dain, ſeemed to give him not the leaſt 
attention, being completely employed in 
« ogling every petit maitre that paſſed, 
„ whoſe obeiſſances were as end as 
„ they were continual. 
_ «Notwithſtanding the little encourage- 
 & ment I gave my Engliſh lover, he had for- 
+ titude enough to follow me out of the 
e gardens, and to entreat me to partake 
44 of his remiſe, as Monſieur L. was to eat 
0 ſoup with him that day, and as my com- 
% pany would be particularly agreeable. J 
* framed a hundred imaginary excuſes to 
avoid going; but, at length, I let t myſelf 
& be. prevailed upon. 
We found Mr. L. at Mr. Bennet 65 
. who congratulated his friend upon his e- 
loquence and good fortune, in having 


3 < prevailed nme to be one of his gueſts. 
. fer 


=z | 
we After dinner Monſieur L. took an ep : 
ce tunity of retiring, that Mr. Bennet might 


profit of it in form. I had got my cue, 
* and I knew I might have my price, if I 


« did but ſtand out. He firſt began by of- | 


« fering me twenty Louis a week and my 
e table. I told him that would not pay 
for ſhoes and ſtockings; by degrees, he 
gradually mounted to ſixty Louis a week; 
where 1 found he ſtuck; for notwith- 
« ſtanding I ſtill turned up my noſe at the 
« propoſal, I diſcovered he was at preſent 
reſolutely bent upon giving no more; ſo 
that I thouglit it was prudent to accept 
* of this ſmall ſalary regularly, in hopes that 
«] might make it ſtill worth my while by 
* perquilites ; and now that he engaged the 
„ premiſes, he was for entering upon them 
that very night; but I reminded him, that 
he had not given earneſt yet; upon which 
he threw his purſe into my lap, which 
contained upwards of ſeventy Louis. 

The firſt week I ſqueezed from him, 
by drinking two toaſts in Engliſh, fifty 
“Louis, and put him into ſo good a hu- 
* mour by my condeſcenſion, that he went 
with me the next day to buy a new neg- 
« ligee, having previouſly. praiſed his taſte 


= Judgment! in point of dreſs. I too 
. D 3 „ 
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care to leave my. purſe at home, as the 
% mercer's bill came to ſix hundred and 
fifty livres for thirty yards of rich gold 
and ſilver brocaded, and I borrowed as 
much of him to pay it. 

« But this is nothing in e of 
the frequent expences, which I found 
opportunities to plunge him into. I had 
© nothing to do but mention ſome remar- 
* kable acts of generoſity of a foreigner, to 
* excite his jealouſy and emulation to out- 
te vie him, as he would not let it be ſaid, 
that any man of whatever nation could 
6 ſurpaſs an Engliſhman in magnificence. 
« Is it poſſible that there can be any man 
ſo ſtupid, as to conteſt the merit of diſſi- 
pating his fortune with a Wh re, for the 
honour of his country? 

One morning he waited upon me by 
appointment to breakfaſt, when I had 
ordered a jeweller of my acquaintance to 
call as if by accident. Norman was at 
the door juſt as the chocolate was rea- 
dy; the ſervant told me he had ſome- 
« thing particular to ſay to me; but I ſeem- 
ed much diſſatisfied at being diſturbed: 
however, ſaid I, with your leave Mr. 
FEennet, let's know what this man Wants. 
8 Norman was accordingly admitted.” 
4. 0 
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«+ Good morrow, monſieur Norman, what 
has brought you here ſo early in this part 


9 


« of the town ? how goes trade ? I warrant 


„now, you ve got ſomething new to ſhew 
« me.” Madam, he anſwered, that was 


juſt the cauſe of my taking the liberty to 
wait upon you; I thought that being in 
your neighbourhood, you would not be 


« difpleaſed at my ſhewing you a curious 


« croſs which I am going to carry to a fi- 


* nancier's lady in the place des Victoires. 

** I can venture to ſay, without vanity, that 
there never was a more maſterly piece of 
„% work.” Really, monſieur Norman, 
{+ you are a very good ſort of a man not to 


forget your friends; I am much obliged 
to you for this mark of your attention 
i Pray let's ſee it, Mr. Norman, fince © 


you're ſo polite. On my word, Mr. Ben- 


net, it is vaſtly beautiful; the mounting 
is amazingly fine; the ſtones are of a ve-. 
ry beautiful water, and moſt maſterly 


fine luſtre? Theſe inſolent financiers 
« wives wear every thing that is in the 


42 


* cut! Do you not think it caſts a very 


+ higheſt taſte. I cannot ſay, but what it 


s mortifies me a little that ſuch a pretty 

thing ſhould be worn by a woman of her 
what may the 3 
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« « caſt, Pray, Mr. Norman, 
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price be ? © Madam, he anſwered, eight 
<. thouſand livres, is the loweſt at a word.” 
Well if I were in caſh, I certainly would 
e have it; but Oh! pray madam, do 
c not mention that, it makes no manner of 
difference.“ By no means, monſieur Nor- 
man, I cannot think of running in debt. 
* Mr. Bennet, with whom I had a little 
«ſham quarrel the day before, ſeemed 
highly pleaſed at ſo favourable an oppor- 
* tunity of recovering my good graces. 
* He took up the croſs in paying eighty 
Louis ready money, which was all he had 
about him, and giving a draught abe 

* at ſight, for the remainder. 
* In a word, this ridiculous vanity of Mr. 
« Pennet, was worth to me in the courſe 
of four months, upwards of ſeven thou- 
< ſand pounds, ſterling ; and if his father 
had notunluckily died at the end of that 
period, which occafioned his precipttate 
journey to England, I do not doubt, that 
by this time I ſhould have transferred 
* < two thirds, if not his whole fortune, | in- 

2 to my coffers.” | 
Such then was the account Mademoiſelle 
[4467 gave me of the generolity and 
| Kupiciry of her Engliſh lover, which was 
an 2 leſſon for me, and I failed not 
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to improve by her inſtructions. It is true, 
my lord could not afford to ſquander away 


fuch large ſums, as it ſeemed Mr. Bennet 


had at command; but then a hint was ſuf- 
ficient, and whatever he gave, was with fo 


free a will and ſo much good nature, that it 


added to the value of the donation. This 
elegant generoſity on the ſide of my bene- 


factor ſomewhat compreſſed my demands, 
and I had a kind of remorſe at fleecing a 


man who took ſo mueh pains to make him- 
ſelf amiable: -. | 


CH A P. . 78 


The propofal his lordfhip makes. * 8808. 


out from Paris with him: their arrival 


in England. Meets with a female rela- 


tion: her extraordinary politeneſs Pro- 
perly requited. 


sHORT time after this, my lord's 


domeſtic affairs demanded his pre- 


ſence in England; and though he {till con- 


tinued expreſſing upon every occaſion the : 
greateſt regard and affection for me, he left 


it to my choice, either to accompany him, 
or remain at Paris; laying, that as 1 | 8g 
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[53] 
able, if the journey to England was not my 
choice, he would continue remitting me 
| ſuch ſums as ſhould be neceffary for ſup- 
porttag me. The offer was too generous 
for me to accept of it, as I ſhould thereby, 
have been deprived of the pleaſure of the 
company of a man whom I greatly eſteem- 
"ed; and as I did not doubt but when I 
= . 
made as elegant an appearance in London 
as I had done in Paris, I ſhould neither 
want for acquaintances nor even relations, 
who would claim a kindred to grandeur 
and magnificence, under the badge of pro- 
ſtitution. 


My lord ſeemed highly pleaſed with the 

preference l gave of accompanying him 

wr rather than ſojourn behind him in Paris; 
iN and upon our departure from that capital, 
he laid out near ſeven thouſand Livres up- 
on me in cloaths and trinkets. We ſet out 

om Shrove-Tueſday for Calais, where we 
arrived the next night, and being embark- 
ed on board the Packet, I had; in a few 
hours, the pleaſure of beholding once more 
my native ſhore. 

We landed at Dover, without having 

met with any other inconvenience in our 

/ pallage than being a little ſea-fick, which 
Aid not however prevent my making a, ve- 


— 


. 1 
ry hearty breakfaſt, The manners and 


appearance of my countrymen ſeemed _ 


quite ſtrange to me, after ſix years abſence: 


ſo prevalent is cuſtom and uſe, however ri- 
diculous and unnatural. It was with ſome 
difficulty I expreſſed myſelf in my mother 


tongue, and it was with ſtill greater, that ! 


could be prevailed upon to taſte Britiſh 
burgundy, ſo much had my taſte been * 
tiated by exotic beverage. 
But theſe ſeruples and difficulies, I in a 
great meaſure ſurmounted, the nearer I 
approached the capital, where his lordſhip's 
fervants were ready for his reception ; and 
where a genteel lodging had been prepar- 
ed for me in Bond- ſtreet, as his lordſhip 
could not introduce me at his own hople,. 
a ſuperannuated lady old enough to-be his 
mother, and whoſe only charms, upon her 
marriage, conſiſted in eighty thouſand; 
pounds, there calling him huſband. 


My firſt concern after my fatigue was 
over centered in an enquiry after ſuch re- 
lations as I had left in England; but, after 
all my reſearches, Icould obtain no account 
of any, except my worthy aunt, who had: 
fairly outlived all her friends, and was now 


reduced to the neceſlity of toad-eating for 


$$ | 


[60] 
a hvelihood amongſt the great and chari- 
table. 

It may be with ach averred, that my 
character was certainly at the time ſhe was 
ſo much ſhocked /at it, much more unex- 
eeptionable than at preſent, as I had been 
deluded by my betrayer, and could be ac- 
cuſed of no other crime than having had 
too much confidence in man: yet now that 
ſhe muſt have imagined I had frequently 
been compelled to gratify the moſt carnal of 
men's appetites, and that I actually lived in 
a ſtate of proſtitute-adultery, ſhe was blind 
to all my vices, and - reconciled to all my 
guilt. My grandeur and magnificence had 
changed the very nature of vice, and ren- 
dered criminalty innocent. 

She fawned upon me, praiſed my taſte; 
EI adulated my beauty: I was the ſweet⸗ 
eſt creature ſhe had ever ſet her eyes on; 
Thad more ſenſe than all the reſt of the ſex - 
Put together: in a word, had I believed her, 
I was the phoenix of my kind. Her dii- 
treſs I pitied, but her diſſimulation I diſ- 
piſed-; I could eaſily prevail upon myſelf to 
forgive her former perfidy tome, and which 
had in a great meaſure been the cauſe of 
all my misfortunes; but I could never be 
kreconciled to her ſycophantic flattery. 1 


"na 


FT 
plainly told her, that “ all her pretend 
« praiſe was nothing more than deceit; that 


<« if I were poſſeſſed of any of thoſe charms 


and recommendations which ſhe fo la- 
e viſhly flattered me upon, they muſt cer- 
« tainly: have been in much higher perfec- 
tion before I ſet out for France with lady 


„ Bentley, and before I had been compel- _ 
« led to follow a diſſolute courſe of life, 


«which I looked upon with horror.“ 
Notwithſtanding alt her. fiudied-flattery 


and beſpattered praiſe, ſhe. had not effron- 


tery enough to withſtand this reply; but 
finding I was not ſo devoid of ſenfe as to 
be blind to her diſſimulation, ſhe had no 
- other reſource, but to expreſs her ſurprize 


at what I acquainted her with, ſaying ſhe 
was greatly obliged to me for giving her 


this information, © imagining l was mar- 


* ried to a gentleman of fortunes, but that 
« if ſhe had continued her viſits to a per- 
e ſon in the ſituation ſhe found I was in, 


* ſhe would have loſt her own reputation 
with people of the firſt faſhion whom 


«ſhe had the honour of viſiting.“ 

In ſaying this ſhe retired, and left me to 
ruminate upon an antiquated female's hy- 
pocriſy, which, of all others, is certainly the. 
moſt” unlimited and the moſt 171 
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CHAP. XI. 
The death of his Lordſhip, which leaves 


Maria in very diſagreeable circumſtances; 
the acquaintance ſhe makes with Miſs 

P; her advice, which Maria follows. 
The outlines of Miſs P's character; a 
diſcovery made by her keeper and its 
fue. | 


Y elegant and luxurious life was of 
no great duration: nor had I the 
opportunity, or at leaſt not the inclination, 
of amaſſing any conſiderable ſum during 
its continuance, to provide for an accident 
which ſoon took place. His lordſhip was 
taken ill of a fever: during his illneſs I 
could gain no acceſs to him, or by any: 
other means recal to his memory the pro- 
miſe he had often made me, of leaving me 
a handſome proviſion by his will. His lady 
and thoſe about him took care to eraſe from 
his thoughts every object that had been 
deſirable to him as a miſtreſs, and, upon his 
_ - demiſe, I found myſelf every way unpro- 
vided.to ſupport the elegant and ſumptu- 
ous appearance [I had for ſome time made. 
I began early to retrench my expences and 
you frugality as very eſſential to be 
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purſued ; when falling in company with 
a lady who had been looked upon as the 
general toaſt of the gay and polite, ſne 
eaſily prevailed upon me to diſmiſs my 
 oeconomical notions, and raiſe contributi- 
ons on the male par of the creation withe 
out limitation. 

This was no other than the celebrated 
Miſs P. who, had for ſometime eclipſed the 
Murrays and Fifhers amongſt the votaries: 
of Venus, and who having tyrannized for 
two years over the men, was now reduced 
to the neceſſity of gratifying. their carnal 


defires, when and where-ever they choſe to- 


ſend for her. Miſs P. was genteel in her 
perion, lively, and full of vivacity in her 
converſation, ſhe had been debauched by 
an officer who was quartered at her father's. 
houſe at Brentford, where he kept an inn: 
be brought her up to town, and ſhe lived 
with him as his convenient, as long as he 
was able to keep out of. the Marſhalſea- 
priſon ;, but his taylor having thrown him 
in there for a bill of twenty-five; pounds, 
Miſs P. was not fo fondly attached to the 
captain, as to accompany him in his capti- 
vity. As ſhe was a new face upon the town, 
ſhe ſoon had many admirers, and almoſt as 
| C 21 255 man 


061 
many propoſals ; but as ſhe had learnt ſome- 
experience, and was reſolved not 


de fooled by man —a road: 


time,” 


ſhe prudently reſerved her future favours 
for a commodore, who was juſt returned 
from the Weſt-Indies, and who was as la- 
viſh of oaths as he was of Spaniſh dollars: 
He doated upon Miſs P. and gave her a 
carte blanche for whatever ſhe choſe, in 
point of dreſs and expence. She was none 
of thoſe conſcientious females, who think 
they are by gratiude and honour bound to 
be faithful to their benefactors. The com- 
modore was rich, but he was very far from 
being handſome, and his want of youth 
was no great recommendation to him: 
Though her intimacy with her hair-dreſſer 
was pretty notorious in the houſe where 
ſhe lodged, the ſon of Neptune had no ſuſ- 
picions upon that ſcore, as ſhe always met 
him with an air of great kindneſs; and gave 
1 him all the ſatisfaction he could require. 
58 Unluekily Monſieur Fricote her tonſer was 
= Hid-up with a diſorder which ſhe had very 
_ fortunately eſcaped contracting by the o- 
perations he performed, which induced her 


to think. of ſome other perſon roperly qua- 
ae "lied: 
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lied to ſupply his place. A young laws * 
yer's clerk, who lived in the two pair of 
ſtairs, had looked very ſmirking upon her 
for ſome time, and in the abſence of Mr. 
Fricote he appeared to her as no contemp- | 
tible acquintance. She accordingly- gave 
him an invitation to tea, and the youth was 
not ſo ignorant in the language of the eyes 
as not to underſtand the, queſtion which 
Miſs P. put to him, in that viſual tongue; 
he anſwered them in the ſame manner, 
and a dialouge enſued, without a word be- 
ing ſpoke. We cannot ſuppoſe that this 
conference laſted long, before they came to 
more ſubſtantial proofs of their affection; 
nor can we imagine that theſe proofs were 
not frequently repeated. 
The commodore had never yet had any 
ſuſpicion of his fellow lodger, when he un- 
expectedly came one morning when Miſs 
P. and the young lawyer were at breakfaſt 
in his apartment. Miſs P. immediately 
deſcends upon hearing his voice, and he 
would not have ſurmiſed that ſhe had been 
in her gallant's rogm, if unfortunately the. 
commodore had not wanted his breakfaſt. 
The tea things cannot be produced with- 


out her going up ſtairs, which creates a 
ſuſpicion 1 in ber keeper, and he follows her 
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[66] 
up; when finding things in the ſituation 
ſhe had left them, he inſults the Quill-dri- 
ver, who retorts the abuſe with threatening 
to turn him down ſtairs, which irritates the 
naval gentleman to that degree, that he 
goes to a neghbouring juſtice, and takes a 


warrant againſt him. 


The parties now are ſummoned, when 
the commodore endeavouring to charge 
the lawyer with a robbery, by having his 
tea · ſpoons and china in his room, it is 
proved, by Miſs P's own confeſſion, that 
the carried them up; and the commodore 
has no other ſatisfaction for his expence 
and expolition, than the revenge he takes of 


: TY off miſs P. 


CHAP. XII. 


A ſhort comment upon the uſual adven- 
- tures of girls of the town. The reader 
zs introduced into a polite circle. The 
outlines of the character of Mrs. W. 
\ Maria is introduced into her ſeminary, 

| ſome account of two veteran letchers, 

and an analyſis of the Sapphic paſſion. 


T may be thought that there can be no- 
thing very entertaining or amuling, 
| much 


L 

much leſs novel, in the adventures of a girl 
of the town in London, as the hiſtories of 
ſo many have already been publiſhed, and 
as they are little more than copies one from 
the other; the old round of Bob Derry's, 
Weatherby's, the Shakeſpeare's-head, the 
Jelly-ſhops, Maulby's and Goulds, are now 
to be ſure, think ſome, to come into play. 
We are to be informed how a citizen got 
drunk and was beat at one, was fleeced at 
another, and p—'d at another ; how Lucy 
C. drank burnt champaign, and danced 
till ive in the morning, if ſhe don't fall 
_ aſleep before ſhe gets home. All this dull 
| beaten track I ſhall moſt cautiouſly avoid, 
as I am convinced that ſuch trite narrations 
mult be unentertaining, if not nauſeating: 
I ſhall take the reader into politer ſcenes of 
action, where his curioſity, added to five 
guineas, could not gain him admittance. 

A certain venerable lady who lives in 
the purlieus of St. James's, and provides 
the moſt elegant entertainment for all 
kinds of gueſts, young, old, vigorous, and 
debilitated, has for many years had the con- 


ſtitutions od purſes of the nobility ang 


gentry of this metropolis at heart, and being 
a great connoiſſeur in point of delicacies, 
every one endued with a nice appetite may 

ä 5 be 
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Bod here with Js morceaus. 


tes plus friads. She regales the army, the 


navy, the gentlemen of the long robe, &c. 
&c. agreeable to their different taſtes, and 


entirely to their ſatisfaction. She has alſo 
fealonable repaſts, ſuited to ſpring, ſummer, 
autumn, and winter, and excels particu- 
larly in entertaining the Eaſt and Weſt. 
India gentlemen, and warm conflitutions, 


4 la fraiche. 


Miſs P. was at this time upon Mrs. W's 


i, who having this evening a great de- 


mand for freſh hands, ſhe was ſent for in a 
vaſt hurry, and deſired to bring any one of 


her acquaintance who might be depended 


i 


upon; [ was accordingly invited, and ac- 


Sompenicd. her in a coach to the place of 
re ndezvous. 


We were introduced into the parlour, 


and a ſhort time after were waited upon by 


, 2 < 4 


Mrs. W. who acquainted us, She had 
two very good cuſtomers above ſtairs, 
« but that they were ſomewhat whimſical 


4 jn their way; that we muſt not, however, 


& contradict them in any thing, as they 
* would do us no harm, but would Pay us 
very handſomely, if we. pleaſed them.“ 


We then walked up ſtairs, where I was 


greatly ſurprized to meet with an old gen- 


ow 


A . 


„„ 

tleman whom I had known at Paris, when 
he was upon his way to Montpellier, for 
the recovery of his health; he recollected 
me, and we entered into a pretty long con- 
ference together, wherein he acquainted. 
me how great a martyr he had been to the 
| ſex, and that he had narrowly eſcaped with 
his life; but, continued he, “there is no 
5 reſiſting the bewitching devils, and if I 
„am no longer capable of enjoying them 
„ myſelf, it ſtill gives me great delight to 
e ſee them concupiſcentially happy.” I 
was an utter novice to what he meant; but 
miſs P. had by this time learnt of the old 
gentleman, with whom ſhe had been in the 
mean time converſing, and ſhe whiſpered 


to me the plan of bliſs which theſe extraor- 1 


dinary letchers had chalked out to them- 
ſelves, and which they ſtiled the duet 
of the Sapphic paſſion, 45 
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fervour of a young fellow that was in the 
extaſies of enjoyment, and forced from me 
that acknowledgment which nature mei 


to be manifeſted upon a very different o. 2 2 


caſion. wry 
As ſoon as they perceived. that my. * 

male lover had completely effected her de- 
f ben aer appeared in the moſſ extrava- 
gant 


. 
gant raptures, and which hey expreſſed by 
the moſt uncommon howlings, as if they 

had been of the canine race. They then 
flew at us, and kiſſed thoſe parts which had 
. afforded them ſuch ocular delight. 
I muſt acknowledge did not rightly un 
en the nature of their enjoyment; 
= but methought ten guineas were eaſily 
54 earned, without any corporeal riſk, and 
= without being ſurfeited with the nauſeating 
= embraces of doating impotence, 


CHAP. XM08. 


= The accident which befalls Maria in the 
. . ; 15 
courſe of her amorous commerce; the 


—_ reaſon of it's giving her particular unea- 


= fineſs. An eſſay towards cuckoldom 
properly recompenſed ; and an uncom- 
mon ſoliloquy ol a bard. 


HESE aged votaries * Venus were 
1 conſtant cuſtomers of Mrs. W. once 
a week, and we were ſent for to divert 
them in this extraordinary way: we had 
therefore little occaſion to ſeek out for other 
gallants; nor indeed did we, except ſuch as 
we were rather the ſupporters of than ſup- 


* by: but this golden ſhower 5 ol 
ow 


tyre) © bl 
did not long continue; for one of our be⸗ 
nefactors being carried off in a fit of the 
gout, we were obliged to have recourſe to 
a more natural, though a more dangerous, 
way of ſupplying our wants. 
I had not been upon Mrs. W's. lift 
above a fortnight i in the uſual walk, ere 1 
had ſuch convincing proofs that I had 
much occaſion for alterative medicines, that 
I thought it prudent to refrain from attend- 
ing there, leſt I ſhould endanger the repu- 
tation of her houſe. oy 
W hat gave me the moſt ſenſible morti- 
fication upon this oecaſion, was that Thad 
communicated my diſorder to a young fel- 
low, that lodged in the ſame houſe where 1 
did, and whom I had taken upon miſs P's. 
recen as a very proper ren 
to ſolace me after the ineffectual attempts 
of indulgence, which miſs P. had made in bk 
the Sapphic ſtile. "oh 
This perſon's name was Williams, and 
though but twenty years of age, he lived 
by writing for the preſs, and was retained _ 
in fee at a moderate price by the fabrica-- 
ting bookſellers of London and Weſtmin- 
ter. Hence it may be coneluded that his 
bY finances were not in the moſt flouriſhing 
3 or r that the little Outs T threw i in 


% 


W's Tws 


to make life more comfortable were at all 


miſapplied. Upon diſcovering the accident 
which had befell us, he ſaid, he was no 


longer a ſtranger to theſe kinds of cala- 
„ mities, as ever ſince he had commenced 
san author and a beau, he had met with 
« nothing but misfortunes. It was but a 


«© week before you came to lodge here, 
& continued he, that I muſt, forſooth, be 


0 attempting to cuckold a cit, who re- 
* turned home, unexpectedly, juſt as I was 
« upon the point of getting to- bed with his 
wife. Injthis ſituation there was no other 
reſource n the window; the maid pro- 


miſed to throw out my clothes as ſoon 
_— 44 as an opportunity offered; but I re- 


«x covered with nothmg but expec- 


=_ + tation, above an hour and a half: at 
length, ſhe threw out my coat and waiſt- 


| % coat, but told me, ſhe could not get my 
4 breeches, which I had hung at the bed's- 


_ *« head, without riſking a diſcovery. There 
ce were five guineas in them, which was all 


© the money I had in the world, and which 


aroſe from my copy of annotations. 
Though I could have found in my heart 


hopes of getting my breeches, 


ed was ſo intenſe, that I could 
| - a 1 . not 


4 ſorely to have. wept, and remained till 


« he took me to the watch-houſe, and I ex- 


« not continue any Wr in that condition | 
« jn the ſtreet ; the watchman coming up, 


changed my waiſtcoat for a great coat 


« to hide the nakedneſs of the lower part 
&« of my body, as it was now day-light, and 
4 there was no poſlibility of returning 
« home without ſome ſuch covering.” 

He concluded this ſtory witha ſoliloquy, 


which he made upon the lamentable ſtate 


of a poor bachelor. If I would cuckold 


4 a don, I muſt jump out of a window, at 
the riſk of my neck, and with the loſs of 


* my breeches and my fortune; if I de- 


„ bauch a girl, and get her with child, 1 ge. 
+ muſt pay ten pounds to the pariſh, whien 
2 perhaps are ten times more than I have 


in the world, ergo I muſt go to jail; and 


« if [even lie with you, the conſequence. *= 
you ſee, is a c—p. What courſe then ix, 


© a young fellow to take? if he marries, 


che is ſurely ruined as well as the girl he 


e marries, and beſides intails inevitable mi- 


* ſery upon all his progeny. The whole | 
* thing then is reduced to this curious di- _— 


** lemma : if a man lives ſingle his conſti- 


+ tution is deſtroyed, and his health and 
* purſe are made the prey of quacks and 
** Empirics, 


Vor. II. „ 


1 740 
* empirics, or perhaps impriſoned for life 
for a ſuit of crim-con, 
If he marries a woman without a for- 
„ tune, he is ruined beyond the power of 
þ redemption, perhaps to the third and 
e fourth generation: what then, miſs 
Brown, can a poor amorous author do?“ 
I muſt acknowledge I was at a loſs what 
advice to ive my friend; had 1 told him 
- he ſhould have endeavoured to ſurmount 
all ſuch paſſions, till ſueh time as he could 
meet with a woman who was capable of 
making him happy in the married ſtate, 
he might have retorted the argument upon 
mae with great Juſtice and propriety; | 
|.” therefore evaded entering into any debate 
upon the ſubject, and adviſed him * to 
make the beſt of a bad bargain, and find 
d out ſome fkilful furgeon or apothecary, 
| A Who _ reſtore us to our former | 
c health.” 


$4 


5 3 f 
, H ; . es 


A learned ite tation upon ite venereal 
diſorder by a high German doctor of 
great repute and abilities; is interrupted 
at Montpelier by Mr. Williams, who 
makes a diſcovery no way to the doc- 
tor's advantage: a very curious apology 
for the loſs of his noſe, whieh will be of 
— advantage to all mankind. 


R Williams approved of my advice, 
ſaying there was more merit in an 
hour's practice than a twelvemonth's the- 
ory, as well in life as in morality ; and he 
accordingly roſe the next morning, and ſet 
out before breakfaſt. in purſuit of a certain 
foreign doctor, of Whom he had lately 


| heard very great encomiums : after near 


two hours ſearch, he, at length, found- him 1:2 


in one of the new courts near Covent-Oat 


* + * 


5 ET. 
Upon being introduced 10 this fon of 
Hippocrates, Mr. Williams was err : 
gated concerning the ſpecies of his diſor- 
der, which he acquainted him was nn. 
more or leſs than a virulent gonnorrhoea, 
The doctor immediately entered into a 


wore * | learned 


* 
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learned diſſertation upon the nature of the 
malady, its origin and progreſs, its primary 
ſeat and circulation. All this is very true, 
£& fir, ſaid Mr. Williams; but had we not 
< better come to the buſineſs in hand.” 
& All in good time, replied this ſucceſſor to 
Galen, 'tis proper to attend a little to the 


* \ubje under conſideration, ſomewhat in 


te the abſtract. Now, fir, ſays he, though 
ce this diſorder is called the French diſorder 


* at London, and the Neapolitan diſorder 


te at Paris, it is evident to a demonſtration, 
« that it is of American origin, and that 
Columbus was the firſt importer of it into 
« Europe. Amongſt the Americans, they 


 « treat it in a very different manner from 


„what we do in Europe, and for a very 


evident reaſon: firſt, fir, we muſt conſi- 
& der that many of tt 
<4 are very near the equinoCtial line, and 


ie Weſt-Indian iſlands 


<© conſequently the influence of the ſun 
£ muſt be much greater there than in any 
part of Europe. Secondly, fir, they are 
« unacquainted with the property and vir- 


< tne of many drugs and medicines which 
none can pretend to lay any claim to the 
knowledge of, without having ſtudied at 


% Montpelier; but, on the other hand, ſir, 


Ii * they have ſome herbs which grow ſpon- 


" ** taneouſly, 


« 


. 


« taneouſly, which are of great efficacy i in 
+ palliating, but not in radically curing this 


« diſorder. All theſe reaſons conſidered, 

« fir, it is not at all ſurprizing, that we 
« ſhould treat this diſorder in a very dif- 
« ferent manner here to what they do in 
its maternal country; and by the fame 
« parity of reaſoning, fir, we muſt treat it 
ein various manners, according to the cli- 
mates we inhabit even in Europe; now, 
„ fir, at Montpelier '—— Mr. Williams 
having no more patience, told him he could 


ſtay no longer, if he did not chuſe topre- 


{cribe him ſomething proper, without exa- 
mining the fubject matter in the abſtract, 
as he was pleaſed to call it. 


Upon this the doctor begged his pardon, 
and deſired leave to make an inſpection of 


the parts affſicted: Indeed! he cries, not 
« the firſt, no, nor the ſecond ſtage; here 


is ſomething, fir, that will require a ſmall 
* inciſion?” Upon this Mr. Williams ſtared _ 
at him for the firſt time, and eſpying he 


had no noſe, he began to withdraw from 
any farther examination, as he immediately 


was ſtruck with an opinion, that he could 


have no great ſkill in venereal caſes, who 


had not the. talent to fave his own noſe. 
| | E 3 310 


„ 
The doctor perceived the cauſe of his 
ſurprize and behaviour, and without having 
the queſtion put to him concerning the loſs 
of that valuable and ornamental feature, 


he told Mr. Williams that he was born ſo, 


owing to ſome infection that had been com- 
municated between his father and mother 
in the very act of generation; and that this 
very deficiency had been the cauſe of his 
applying himſelf to the ſtudy of phyſic, as 
he was reſolved to eradicate this fatal diſ- 
order from the face of the earth; that with 


this defign he had travelled through almoſt 


all parts of Europe, and that this hydra- 
headed contagion always flew before him 
like ſmoke before the wind; and that as 
ſoon as he had completely vanquiſhed it in 
England, which he hoped to effect in a very 
| few months, he ſhould : ſet out for Ame- 
rica, where he intended to, deſtroy it root 
| ech. % 28513. 57 2 
Mr. Williams could not telt teſlikying 
the grateful ſenſe he had entertained for 
the doctor's regard towards him and the reſt 
of his countrymen, but, at the ſame time, 
made a very low congee, and left the phy- 
ſician to purſue his elaborate deſign, reſolv- 
ing to be the laſt patient that ſnould come 
under his care. | 


When 


[599] 


When the author returned, and gave an 
account of his adventure with the learned 
doctor, I could not refrain from laughing, 
though it was upon ſo melancholy a ſub- 

ject; as he heightened the detail by a ludi- 
crous deſcription of the doctor's dreſs and: 
appearance, which muſt have been very ri⸗ 
diculous, conſidering his phyſiognomy in a 
voluminous three tailed perriwig, and a 
ſhort flaſh pocket olive-colour. rods: wh 


A broad gold lace. 


CHAP. XV. 


An account of an uncommon kind of lo- 
ver, and his behaviour upon a viſit to 
Maria; a few obſervations which natu- 
rally ariſe out of the ſubject; is inter- 
rupted by a diabolical uproar over head, 
when her interceſſion proves effectual. 


E both ſoon got well, without ap- 
plying farther to the high- German 
doctor, the aid of an inciſion, or even the 
loſs of a noſe. I returned to my former 
vocations, and Mr. Williams ſcribbled 
ænigmas, acroſtics, and rebus's, in hopes 
of reſtoring che five guineas which: he loft 


7 
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in daring to attempt the virtue of a Citi- 
zen's wife. 


An acquaintance which about this time 


I made at Mrs. W's. uſed frequently to vi- 


ſit me once a week at my own lodging, and 
as his behaviour was ſomewhat ſingular and 


extraordinary, I ſhall give a little detail of 
it. Upon theſe occaſions, he uſually waited 


upon me of a Saturday-morning in a diſha- 
bille : as ſoon as he came into my apart- 
ment, I ordered the carpet to be taken up, 


placed myſelf in the ſettee at the corner of 


the room, and ordered pails, bruſhes, mops 


"RT ſope, when he pulled off his coat, 


+ BY 
27 be 


tucked up his ſhirt-ſleeves, tied on one of 
the maid's coarſe aprons, and went regu- 
larly to work, with all the ſkill of the moſt 
profeſſed houſe-maid. He uſually ſcowred 


the room out perfectly clean, in about three 
quarters of an hour, whilſt I continued in 


a Rae eaſy attitude reclining on the ſet- 
After he had performed this opera- 


| fm, and obtained my approbation, he then 


Put on his clothes, having previouſly re- 
laced the carpet, chairs, tables, &c. in 
their primitive ſtate, .and approaching me 


- L with great humility, very politely kiſſed my | 
hand, at the ſame time ſlipping a PDEs _— 


it coptamning five guineas. 


This 


7 


[8] 

This gentleman might with great pro- 
priety be called the cleanly lover, and, I. 
believe, there is ſcarce a woman in England 
that would be diſpleaſed at having her 
apartments well cleaned out, and receiving 
five guineas for the trouble of overlooking: 
the operator. Nay, he did not only give 
inconceivable pleaſure by his eafy manner 
of making love, but even my maid alſo 
partook of the amuſement by its ſaving her 
ſo much trouble, and ſhe always received 
a genteel compliment for her preparing the | 
neceſlary apparatus. | ; 


It is true this kind of gallants are very : 2 


ſcarce, and I muſt acknowledge I never: 
met but with this one, in the whole courſe 
of my Thaiſian practice: if they were as 
numerous and as frequently met with, as 
the variety of other kind of culls, with: 
whom this metropolis abounds, a wh—e's. 
life would abſolutely be too happy ; nay, it 
is not clear to me, that many women of 
more faſhion than virtue might not take up 
the buſineſs, without having ſerved a regu- 
lar apprenticeſhip, to the great detriment: 
of the fair trader. Hawkers and pedlars 


in the commerce of love might be as detri- 


mental to the community, as they are in 
: the more regular vents of merchandize; 
IS E 5 ſmuggling. 
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ſmuggling ſhould be difconntenanced] in 
every branch of traffic, and no goods ſhould 
be offered to public ſale that have not been 
duly entered. Monopolies of lovers are as 
dangerous as thoſe of horned cattle, and 
_ every woman of the town ſhould pique her- 
ſelf upon being an honeſt carcaſe butcher. 
"Whilſt T was ruminating in this man- 
ner, I was diſturbed: by a noiſe over-head, 
and upon liſtening on the ſtair-head, I 
heard Mr. Williams calling luſtily for help: 

I immediately ran up ſtairs, and opening 
the door, ſaw a dirty illE looking man who 
had got him down, and was pommelling 
him without merey; I immediately flew to 
- his relief, and taking up a chair, knocked. 
down the devil, who had already given his. 
author a black. eye and a bloody noſe. 

It ſeems this itinerant ty pographiſt had 
brought Mr. Williams a proof from one of 
the magazine-mongers, and that he had 
been ſo indolent as to let it lie upon his table 
for two days, without having corrected it, 
when returning upon the laſt day of the 
month, he was. ſo provoked at the bard's. 
negligence, that he gave him very abuſive 
language, which the other retorting, a bat-- 
| de enſued, when. = devil R a much 
= #55 | a n. 
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[8] 
better bruiſer than the author, the port 
was moſt infernally mauled. Yeo. vio 
By my aſſiſtance, hoveret: victory now 
began to hover on the fide of the Muſes 
and if the devil had not flown out of the 
room with more rapidity than he could have 
made his way upon the ſwifteſt pegaſus, he 
might, in all likelihood, have paid ar dear. 
for his temerity. | 


CHAP. XVI. 


Some reaſons wh Maria does not marry” 
Mr. Williams. Is introduced by captain 


H. to Mrs. G. upon a very particular *- © 


occaſion ; the harangue ſhe makes there- 
upon. Maria's reflections, and the firſt 


6 of an e N 5 


'T ſhould ſeem that I was very FO in- 
tereſted in Mr. Williams's welfare, to 
engage upon his account, with fo very 
doughty an antagoniſt: But as I have made 
no ſecret of our connection, any more than 
the common accident that befell us, through 
the channel of my public acquaintance, I: 
conſidered it but a - ſmall reparation to 


take ery. opportunity of doing a kind = S: 
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office to him ; and upon this principle, not 


only my perſon, but even my purſe was at 
his ſervice, for he had but too much reaſon 
to complain, Que le metier d'un auteur, 


* eſt un vilain metier.” Now, if it is 
conſidered, that I took upon myſelf to make 


uß the deficiency of the Muſe's ſubſidy, 


Which was frequently pretty. conſiderable, 


it may be imagined that theſe drawbacks 
upon my commerce, greatly reduced my 
current ſtock in trade. 

I mean this as ſome apology for leaving 


off ſo dangerous and deteſtable a calling, 


which to a woman of any ſenſibility muſt 


be loathing and deteſtable. 


Our connexions were ſo well known i in 


_ 
= 


* *- the houſe, that by this time I was as often 


called Mrs. Williams as miſs Brown, and 
to own the truth, the former was a name 
that pleaſed my ear much better than the 
latter. If it ſhould be queſtioned, then, 
whether Mr. Williams ever offered me his 
hand and name in an honourable way, and 


if he did, why I ſhould refuſe them: to 
theſe queſtions I ſhall anſwer, that though 


by fate alloted to purſue a life of proſtitu- 


tion, it was very far from being eligible or 
_ agreeable to me, and that I ſhould have 


: 5 —_ * Mrs. Williams with 


* 


(85 ] 
only. one hundred a year certain; to being 
the miſtreſs of the greateſt monarch in the: } 
world, with the moſt unlimited power and KD. 
influence : but as our fortunes were at pre- 
ſent ſituated, and as without ſubmitting to 
the promiſcuous embraces of the men, ! 
could not command ſo many ſhillings a year 
certain, neither my conſcience nor a Cer- 
tain remnant of delicacy in ſentiment, would 
permit me to lay ſo premeditated a plan 
for adultery, and ſo certainly planting the 
horns, of cuckoldom upon my huſhand; s 
brows. . 
Theſe then ine my ai upon = 
ſo important a ſubject, I imagine they Wil 
plead my excuſe. for not. accepting Mn 
Williams's hand, or attempting, to transfer 
a heart that could not remain unfullied, 
unpolluted. _. BY 
_ Whit things were thus del 1 . 
med an acquaintance with the celebrated 
Mrs. G- by, by the greateſt accident ima- 
_ginable. Captain H. who was her intimate 
acquaintance, and performed many good 
offices for her as well as himſelf, called up- 
on me one afternoon, and invited me to a 
dinner which was to be given next day at 
a tavern in Bloomſbury, upon occaſion, as + «| 
he repreſented it, of a lady. of his acquain= | 
| tance 


os 
— = os 
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tance having got the better of all the re- 
formers of manners put together. As 1 
knew captain H. was a man of too much 
taſte, to invite me to any regale that was 
not elegant, [ readily OY of the pro- 
poſal, ; 
We found" Mrs. G—by was the female 
preſident, and did the honours of the table, 
to a very ſumptuous repaſt, conſiſting of 
many courſes, which were ſucceeded by a 
moſt curious deſert. After dinner, ſhe in- 
formed me of the cauſe of this entertain- 
ment, which ſhe ſaid was, Neither more 
nor leſs than the triumph of baſket-mak- 
* ing over pederaſty. She ſaid, that ſome. 
« informers, who very improperly ſtile- 
| © themſelves reformers, had given notice 
1 to a worthy j—e, that ſhe kept a houſe 
L of ill fame; and that ſhe had been ſum- 
& moned to attend the ſaid magiſtrate, in 
s order to diſprove.the affertion, which ſhe 
b ſaid ſhe performed ſoon ;. and as ſhe put 
* her accuſers upon the proof of what they. 
had afſerted, when it clearly appeared. 
they had no manner of foundation for 
* their allegation, as not one of them at- 
| * tempted to give evidence of his having 
„ himſelf made her houſe a brothel; for, 
1 indeed, added ſhe, there was not one a- 
1 3 SR how 


* 
* * 


E 

6 mongſt them that ſeemed to have the 
« heart to make a girl a preſent of one 
« guinea, much leſs ten, which you know. 
& is the leaſt, that is ever offered. or taken. 


« at my houſe : when, continued ſhe, I was- 
s aſked, what was my ſupport; I thought 


it neceſſary to throw down fiv e thouſand 


6 pounds of bank. ſtock; which the J= ES 


« were of opinion was ſufficient to ſupport: 
s a ſingle woman very decently.” 


This account of Mrs. G—by's adven-- 


ture, though it might give me no very ad-- 


vantageous idea of her veracity, failed not 
to create in me a very high opinion of her 


: opulence, and I was particularly complai- 


fant in returning every civility ſhe ſhowed: 
me, as I imagined it would be greatly to 
my advantage to cultivate ſuch an acquain-„ 
tance ; 1 accordingly: accepted of her firſt 


invitation, and drank tea with her the next: 
day, when ſhe explained to me ſome myſ- 
teries inthe courſe of her practice, to which: 
L was befors an entire ſtranger. 
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The e of pimping fully ane: 
together with ſome curious and intereſt- 
ing rules for a girl's conduct who pro- 

| Poſes making the moſt of her perſon and 

- qualifications; being the ne plus ulira of 

- all that can be ſaid upon the commerce 
we love. 


ERS. G—by.and I het a the Lttte 
together at tea, and ſhe appeared 
bighly diverted with the account I-gave her. 


of my travels, and the behaviour of the 
women of: pleaſure in Paris. She found 
geeat fault with madam Laborde's œcono- 
my of her houſhold, and permitting her 


boarders to take ſuch liberties: It is well, 


e ſhe added, that ſhe lived in a remote 
«-quarter of the town; if ſuch a riot as you 
e mention had happened in my houſe, it 


e Would have ruined me for ever: the 


ö 


“ French women may talk what they will, 


. and pique themſelves upon their vivacity 


and wit, but they always want prudence. 
« Can you point out to me any woman in 


- 4 Paris, that has carried on buſineſs fo long 


as L haye with reputation, and without a 


i having the wie reaſon for 


«aſſerting 
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0 aſſerting that mine is a diſorderly houſe ? 
Is there a woman in France that has 
made ſo much by trade as I have in fo 
« ſhorta time? The thing is, I have made 
L it my particular ſtudy; I know how to 

e ſuit every man's taſte in England, from 
lord - down to fir — — : but then! 
have ſuch reſources as no woman would 
ever have thought of but myſelf; did 
any one before me ever imagine to 
« ſet up regiſter offices upon her own ac- 
count? I have no leſs than four now 
in town entirely at my devotion : they 
* ſtand me in very little, beſides the fools 
** pence, which amply pay the clerks: it 
« is true, they coſt me a trifle at firſt for 


* deſks, chairs, pens, ink, and ſuch like _ 
e trifles; but they have nb them- I 
+ ſelves by their returns: look ye, ſaid ſe, = 


e this is my way, whenever an innocent, 
« freſh girl applies for a place, ſhe is diree- 
** ted to one of my ladies, who, if ſhe finds 
her agreeable, and thinks ſhe will do, 
< hires her for a quarter, and a month's 
© warning; ſhe then lays traps for her 
* with ſome perſon who appears in the ca- 
_ © pacity of an apprentice, - whaypromiſes 

her marriage and the like; eis not 
as omg in this manner, a fine! gown, © = 


& © 
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pair of filyer buckles, and even ſome- 

times a watch, are brought into play; 

A there are few girls that can withſtand 


e theſe temptations; but if ſhe ſhould Rill 
* hold out, and nothing but downright 


*© miſtreſs when ſhe is out, and the maid 
“is employed in making her bed, a purſe of 
If ſhe ſtill rides reſty, and offers to leave 


e being forced to pay a month's wages; 
< and this laſt argument has often prevai!- 


* tually tried. But upon the whole, in the 
« courſe of my trade there have been but 


* two of them had turned their brains with 


reading Pamela and the whole Duty 
„of Woman; and the laft was fo formed 
© by nature that ſhe was never intended 
to be made a woman of. But I have 


taken care to remove all ſuch bad books 
< out of their way, and, in their ſtead, I ge- 
* nerally leave the Memoirs of a Woman 
60 of Peaſure with cuts; or ſuch laſcivious 

oo for thoſe who cannot read, as may 
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_ *ftratagem will prevail, the gentleman 
© who has engaged for her, calls upon her 


money, a promiſe of marriage from him, 
* or downright force muſt now prevail. 


her miſtreſs, ſhe is then threatened with 


* ed, when all the reſt have been ineffec- 


three eſcaped without doing buſineſs, 


I g1 ] 
« tend to inflame their paſſions. When they 
are once broke in, I fail not to give them 
the beſt inſtructions for their future con- 
duct: theſe are the general rules I incul- 
* cate into them. Every woman that is de- 
« firous of making her way into the world 
« by her perſon, ſhould imitate the tradeſ- 
“man, and have no other object in view 
but intereſt and gain. Her heart ſhould 
e always be inacceſſible to any real paſſion : 


ait is only neceſſary that ſhe ſhould ſeem 


* to be enamoured with the man ſhe pro- | 
** poſes making her property, and to ex- 
cite a real flame in her admirers. That 
* it ſhould be an invariable rule to give 


the preference to the beſt paymaſter,, - 


„without attending to rank or quality, as 
it frequently happens that a rich Jew 
** merchant, or a city plumb, will come 
% down much handſomer than a peer of 


the realm, who frequently thinks his title 1 


4 is a ſufficient recompence for the enjoy- 

* ment of every fine woman he chuſes: 
1 bs this is not the caſe with all; there 
Lare very good culls amongſt the quality. : 
_ © T- ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſay other- 
* viſe, for the reputation of my houſe en- 
. rel) depends upon them; but then they 

* are moſtly married men, or have ſuch at- 
« ehm 
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e tachments as make i it neceſſary that their 


* common amours ſhould remain a pro- 


found ſecret, and, in this caſe, they are 


) 


s obliged to pay generouſly for huſh- 


* money. As to the flighty yourg fellows, 


and handſome men, who think their per. 


& ſons and appearance entitle them to eve- 


ry woman they ſee, they fhould be care- 


& fully avoided, as there is nothing to be 


got by them, except ſometimes a diſa- 


& greeable and expenſive connexion that 
«© 1s not eaſily got rid of; not that it can 
« be expected a woman can be always pro- 


“ ſtituting herſelf, without having ſome - 
« defires which muſt be gratified ; but then 


© ſhe ſhould take care to indulge her ſen- 
« ſyal peſſions with ſuch perſons, who by 


5 < their ſituation in life, cannot pretend to 
« lay any claim to her perſon any further 


« than ſhe may judge-it prudent to gratify 


them. There are two rocks upon which 
& moſt girls ſplit, and which are ſtill worſe 
« than even a particular man they are fond 


IF « of; they either drink or ruin themſelves 


« by their extravagance : a girl that is not 


« ſober and has not economy, will never 


„ be worth a groat, if ſhe was to follow 


e buſimeſs to the day of judgment. She 
0 e. therefore, inſtead of thinking of 
5 SM Ko noun 
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« nothing but eg her money in 
e trinkets, baubles, and dreſs, lay it care- 
0 fully up, and when ſhe has ſaved a ſum,” 
« put it out to the beſt advantage either in 
«the funds, or upon ſome mortgage, and 
« take particular care that ſhe has good ſe- 
e curity ; and, to this end, ſhe ſhould en- 
ce deavour to find out an honeſt lawyer, if 
e ſuch a thing is poſſible; and perhaps, 
« this is the only man that ſhe ſhould in- 
« dulge gratis, as he has it in his power to 
make her returns another way than by 
% money. She ſhould, in the courſe of her 
„company, carefully avoid foreigners, at 
& leaſt ſuch as are not known to be in any 
public character, as few foreigners come 
« here who are not of a known quality, 
< that are any other than ſharpers, valet 
« de chambres, language maſters, and hair 
« dreflers. If an accident ſhould happen 
with reſpect to her health, ſhe ſhould. 
carefully avoid quacks and pretended 
« noſtrums, and immediately apply upon 
© the firſt diſcovery of the injury to an 
able ſurgeon, religiouſly follow his pre- 
=” ſeriptions, and avoid all company till her 
< health is completely reſtored : this will 
not only redound to her credit amongſt 
«6 the men, as nothing deſtroys a woman's 


. 1 
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1 reputation ſo much as communicating 


<« any diſorder; but it will alſo preſerve her 
L conſtitution, and, of courſe, her beauty, 


\ 4 As to children, it were needleſs to ſay 
*« any thing upon that head, as it cannot be 
4 ſuppoſed that a girl who goes into promiſ- 
* cuous company, runs any great riſk of 
<< being pregnant; ſo that we muſt ſuppoſe 
c her to be in keeping when ſhe becomes 
e a mother, and, in this caſe, all that is 
“ neceſſary to be obſerved upon this head, 
ce is that during her pregnancy ſhe ſhould | 
< be very careful of her health, in avoid- 
& ing colds and the like, and that when ſhe 
“ js brought to bed, ſhe ſhould never once 
„ think of ſuckling the child gherſelf, as 
te there is nothing more pernicious to health 
« and beauty. And now that we have ſup- 
« poſed het in good keeping, 'ſhe ſhould 
c attentively ſtudy her lover's temper, in- 
“ clinations, and diſpoſitions, ſo that ſhe 
& may form her own upon his pattern, and 
„ ſeem to ſee, ſpeak, and feel, only through 
his organs : ' ſuch a conduct is ſure to rivet i 
< a man's affections, and it may reaſonably 
4 be ſuppoſed that when a man is once 
ee completely attached, he will not only al- 
< low her handſomely during his life, but 
* make ect 1 for her at his death. 
8 When 
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When Mrs. G—by had finiſhed theſe 
curious inſtructions, I could not help high- 
ly applauding her extenſive judgment and 
great inſight into human nature; and we 
parted perfectly ſatisfied with each other 8 
converſation. | 

J had reaſon very ſoon after to be con- 
vinced of the juſtneſs of Mrs, G—by's re- 
mark concerning foreigners; for though 
her obſervations and advice had made the 
1 greateſt impreſſions on me, I thought at the 
ſame time I erred, that I had all the evi- 
dences of rectitude for my conduct. But 


as this adventure was of a very un common 
nature, and as it would ſwell this chapter 255 


beyond its proper bounds, I ſhall here ter- 
minate it, that the reader, if he has already 
had a ſufficient ſhare of my adventures for 
the preſent, may lay by this volume, till 
ſuch time as he or ſhe chuſes to enter up- 

on chapter een. 
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"CHAP. XVII. 


An 8 at e with a foreigner 
of imaginary diſtinction; his behaviour; 
the miſtake he commits at his departure; 
a very curious epiſtle from him by way 
of apology for a ſum of money, and o- 
ther ſterling indulgences. 


Made an acquaintance one evening at 
Vauxhall, which Iimagined would have 
turned out greatly to my advantage. A 
foreigner dreſſed in an elegant ſuit of 
clothes, green and gold, accoſted me whilſt 
the caſcade was playing, and ſeemed high- 


ly delighted to find I could anſwer him in 
a language that. he ſpoke: he prevailed 


upon me to eat a bit of ſupper with him, 

Which was ordered in a very elegant man- 

© ner, conſiſting of the beſt of every thing 
the garden could afford ; upon which we 
regaled very harmoniouſly- to the melody 
of French horns. The perſon who accom- 
panied him in the capacity of an interpre- 
ter, called- him his excellency, and I had 
no reaſon to doubt but he was a foreign 
emballador. About two in the-morning, 
he told his attendant to go and ſee if his ſer- 
vants were aa, and l his abſence 
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the bill was brought. He ſeemed. ſome- 


what angry that the interpreter waited ſo 
long, ſaying he was his purſe-bearer, and 
he could not defray the bill till his return: 
imagining this would furniſh me with an 
opportunity of diſplaying the weight of my 
purſe, I pulled it out, and begged his ex- 
cellency would make uſe of it. This he at 
firſt very earneſtly refuſed, but by repeated 
intreaty, he was, at length, prevailed upon 
to pay the reckoning, which amounted to 
upwards of five guineas. | 

He till appeared under great confterna- 
tion that his interpreter ſhould wait ſo long, 
and after ſojourning almoſt an hour, he 
conſented to take part of my coach to town. 

He was too polite not to wait upon me 
home, and I was too civil not to e on 
ment him with a night's lodging. 

After breakfaſt he made me ſome very * | 
pretty compliments upon my perſon and 
behaviour, and took his leave, without re- 
collecting that he had ſtill my purſe in his 
pocket. In the courſe of his converſation 
he threw out ſome hints that he had a large 
ſum to receive that day, and I doubted not 
but I ſhould have manifold intereſt for my 
loan, upon his excellency's return ; but what 3 
was my ſurprize, when inſtead of havinga = 
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viſit from him, according to appointment, 
I received the following very extrapidinary 
billet. ; 8 


Des c Elyſtes pres de Vauxhall. 
Ma chere Dame, 


J. me croirois I homme e plus impoli du 
monde, ff je manguois de parole d une perſonne 
de votre merite; croitz, non ange, que J'ai ef- 
hui une mortification des plus vives de n' avoir 

Pas pu procurer des billets de Banque que vous 
avis fi bien merit's; mais j ai eu le malbeur 
de trouver que f'ttoit un jour de fetes pour 
Ja banque, et on a voulu nous enfaire un jour 
de jeunes, car en verite je nai pas pu procu- 
rer aucun argent; mais lame noble trouve tou- 
jours des reſſources en ſoy mò me, et voyant que 

Paffaire des billets ne pouvoit pas ſe faire au- 
Jourd but, vous n'aves qu d remplir le papiër ci 
joint que je vous en voie, en qualité de carte 
Blanche, pour ſtipuler vos propres termes, & 
 TZout ce que je vous dois. 
Fai I honneur et le bonheur d'erre, mon a- 
dorable, 
ötre tres humble et 
tres obeiſſant ſer viteur, 


Le Marquis De Croc. 
P. 8. 
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P. S. Vous Pouves compter, ma chere fille, 
que le banque ſera ouverte de main, fi ce n'eſt 
pas un jour rouge, car dans ce cas ld, il nous 
deviendra un jour bien noir, malgre la Carte 
blanche ci jointe. En attendant j'eſpere que 
vous ne maus pas renaũ une Mappe monde 
pour ma carte blanche, our les parties qui ſont 
colorèts verte me bleſſent toujoures les yeux; 
il faut avouer que j'at un bon ne encore pour 
ſentir ces choſes li. Adieu, ma princeſs, re- 
ſouvents vous toujours que la geographie de 
Famour c 'eſt une villame ſcience. 


I ſhall attempt a tranſlation of this very 
curious epiſtle, though I am apprehenſive 
I ſhall not be able to do it Juſtice | in SOR 
liſh, | 


My dear Madam, 
I ſhould think myſelf the wal ue 


man in the world, if I failed of my Word 
to a perſon of your merit. Believe me, m 
angel, I have undergone the moſt grievous -- 


mortification, by not having been able to 
procure the bank bills, which you fo high- 
ly deſerved; but I have the misfortune to 
find this is a feſtival at the bank, and fo 
they have a mind to make us obſerve. it as 

a ſtrict faſt, for in truth, I have not been 


2 | able 


| | 
[1 
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able to get any money. However, a no- 
ble ſoul always finds reſources in itſelf, and 
ſince the bank buſineſs could not be tranſ- 


acted to-day, I have ſent you the incloſed, 


in quality, of a carte blanche; where you 
will pleaſe to ſtipulate your own 2 and 


mark what I owe you. 


T have the honour and happineſs t to be, 


my adorable girl, 


- Your moſt obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 


Le Marquis De Croc. 
P. 8. 5 may depend upon it, my dear 


. girl, that the bank will be opened to-mor- 
row if it is not a red day; in that caſe it 


will turn out a black one to us, notwith- 
ſtanding the carte blanche annexed. In 
the interim, I hope you have not given me 
a mappe-monde for my carte blanche, for 
thoſe parts of it that are coloured Green al- 
ways fhock my ſight. It muſt be owned, 
that I have a good noſe as yet for ſmelling 


: out tlieſe things. Adieu, my princeſs; re- 
member, I beſeech you, that the Geography 


o love is a naſty ſcience. . 
lendeavoured to make enquiry after my 
imaginary foreign ambaſſador, and after 
much trouble and fatigue, [ learnt that he 
was 


[ 10! 1 
was a German ſharper, and had quitted his 
lodgings that very day with his ſuppoſed 
interpreter, 1n order to embark for Ho 


land. > 
CH AP. XIX. 


Gains ſome intelligence concerning this fo- 
reigner. The affecting ſtory of the coun- 
teſs de —, with whom Maria makes AC- 
quaintance. 


N acquaintance I ſoon after made 
with a certain female foreigner, who 


took upon herſelf the title of the counteſs, 4 


with what right I ſhall not pretend to de- 


termine, gave me ſome inſight into . _ 


ſtranger's character. She ſaid, he was 
noted ſharper ; that he had perſonated an 
Engliſh nobleman at Liſbon, and had taken 
in a banker in that capacity, for a very con- 
ſiderable ſum; that he made his eſcape 
from Portugal. and had robbed a convent 
at Toledo of all the ſacerdotal plate, after 
being admitted by the hoſpitality of the fri- 
ars, who extend their beneficence to all diſ- 
treſſed ſtrangers; that he had narrowly e- 
ſcaped the gallies in France for forging a 
bill of exchange; and that he had for ſome 
3 months 


©, © RX 
months taken upon himſelf the title of a 
foreign minifter in London, by which means 
he had impoſed upon many tradeſmen, t to 
a very conſiderable amount. | 
This intelligent female, who appeared to 
be fo thoroughly acquainted with the cha- 
racters of others, kindled in me an earneſt 
Curioſity to be ſomewhat acquainted with 
her own ſtory. After ſome ſollicitation, 
and, after having recited the greateſt part 
of my adventures, | prevailed upon her to 
give a ſhort ſketch of hers, in eds the 
following words. 
The place.of my nativity I never yet 
could aſcertain, for my mother dying 
«© when TI was very young, and my father 
_ being baniſhed on account of ſome cu- 
« rious eſſays he made for the improve- 
% ment of the Portugueſe coin, all I can 
& aſſure you upon this head, is, that my 
&-firſt recollection found me at Lifbon in a 
very elegant houſe, with fervants to wait 
upon me, and every appearance of gran- 
deur and nobility. But upon my father's 
departure, the ſcene was ſoon greatly 
changed, and | was preſently reduced to 
a ſtate of ſervitude. I was taken by a 
„lady, who brought me up, and gave me 
Ns ſuch inftcuQione as ſhe thought would 


w be 
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& be ſuitable to the part I was to at in life, 
« without ever mentioning to me any thing: 
« concerning my parents, or my native 
country. 

« At the age of fourteen, I found myſelf 
« a very agreeable girl, and every one in 
“ the houſe confirmed me in the opinion: 


but none ſo much as a young fellow, who 
« was about ſeventeen, and who waited 


„upon my benefactreſs's huſband in the 
“capacity of a valet de chambre. He was 
e the firſt of the male ſex, that I had ever 
* conſidered as any way differing from our- 
« ſelves in perſon and appearance. I had 


© obſerved his beard, which he conſtantly 
* ſhavedevery day, and was from thence” 


ed to conjecture, that there muſt be ſome 
difference between men and women, be- 
ſides their dreſs; and my curioſity was 


« never completely ſatisfied upon this ſcore, 


till ſuch time as he manifeſtly convinced 
me of the diſtinction. Our correſpon- 
dence continued for ſome time, without 
e any one in the houſe forming the leaſt 
© conjecture of our intimacy, till fate and 
* nature impoſed upon me the lot of a 


mother. I acquainted him with the diſ- 


covery had early made. He was ſtruck 


E witty ſuch a terror that he nearly ſwoon- 


F 4 | N «ed 
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«ed. I had never till now ruminated up- 
son the precipice we were hanging over; 


but he ſoon opened my eyes, and dif. 
played all my danger in its moſt glaring 
* colours. He pointed out to me the only 


means of eſcaping the terrors of the 


< clergy, and all their dreadful chaſtiſe- 
ments. Says he, there is now lying at 
anchor in the Tagus, a Tuſcan ſhip, 
Which ſails in two days for the iſland of 


<< Sardinia; we muſt pack up all our clothes, 
and bribe the maſter to take us on board. 


« Tacquainted him with the impracticabili- 
« ty of my making ſuch a voyage; the ſcan- 


„ tineſs of my wardrobe, and the emptineſs 


« of my purſe. He told me to give my- 
* ſelf no concern upon thoſe heads: that 
< he ſhould treat with the captain, and 


4 that I had nothing to do but get myſelf 


< ready by the time appointed. Unex- 


s perienced as I was in the commerce of 

28 = the: world, I forefaw much riſque and 
danger in ſuch a project; but all my 
pfrudence and reaſoning were ſtifled, when 
< I reflected upon the fatal ſituation I ſhould 

be left in at Liſbon, after his departure: 


.< ſo that finding him fully bent upon the 
«© voyage, I reſolved to ee 80 
$ {However great the rene b 30% dave 
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8 We accordingly embarked without 
T « diſcovery being made, and got out of the 
„ Tagus with a fair wind for the Streights : 
« we ſoon paſſed Gibraltar, and arrived in 
„the Mediterranean; but we had ſcarce 
« failed four and twenty hours before we 
were attacked by a Turkiſh corſair, and 
after a faint reſiſtance on our parts, were 
e taken and carried into Smyrna. My 
„ huſband, for ſuch I looked upon him, 
e was caſt into a dungeon; but the captain 
„did not treat me with ſo much ſeverity, 
e though I would willingly have ſhared his 
fate for the ſake of his company. T was 
carried to Conſtantinople, and was placed 
under the guard of two black eunuchs. 
« After being dreſſed in the Turkiſh habit, 
« I was introduced to the Grand Seignior, 
« and the ſplendor and magnificence of his 
< court ſo far dazaled me, that 1 readily ac- 
* quieſced. to the ane of his carnal 
* paſhons. 5 

* I now lived in all the Aſiatic luxury 

« of an emperor's miſtreſs, yet happineſs 


« was a-ſtranger to my breaſt ; I lamente Lag 


« the loſs of my liberty, but more the los 2 
of my huſband; in vain were ſumptuous 
„ banquets prepared for me; in vain were 


« art and nature exhauſted to gratify my 


gs * 
1 
BY 


„ 
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* ſenſes; they could not adminiſter that 
balm of life, content. 
« Whilſt I was ruminating one evening 
upon my wretched elevated lot, my door 
_ © opened; and to my fight appeared one 
of my aged negro eunuehs. But ſcarce 
“ had T caſt my eye a ſecond time upon 
c him before I perceived a white hand ſeize 
* on mine, and heard a voice that was 
* dearer to me than life. In a word, my 
A ghuſband had eſcaped from priſon, travel- 
led to Conſtantinople, and by ſtratagem, 
«contrived to repreſent one of the black 
_ * eunuchs, and gain admittance to my a- 
« partment. I. caught him in my arms, 
and could for ever have held him to my. 
A breaſt; but time was too precious to be 
« loſt even in bliſs: we retired with preci- 
* pitation, gained the frontiers of the city, 
and having: by long and tedious travel- 
& ling on foot, reached Scanderoon, we ar- 
* rived+ juſt in time to embark on board 
2 French ſhip that was bound to Mar- 
« ſeilles. 
Upon our Jebartation: at that wn 1 
% was taken in labour, and was . 
at an inn of a fine boy. We remained 
< here ſome weeks, and were preparing to 
Wet d, 88 to ſee. the capital, 
| « of; 
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« of France. We had occaſion, as may 
ce be ſuppoſed, for money, by this time; 
« the jewels I had brought with me from 


* the ſeraglio had hitherto been our ſup- -- 


port; but we had been, obliged to diſ- 


Gs pole of many: of them under their value: 
© A Venetian Jeu, who was a traveller at the 


„ inn, was introduced to us as a proper per- 


« ſon to purchaſe any effecs that we might 


% have occaſion to diſpoſe of, and Who 


would give us the utmoſt value for them. 


a. contract Was accordingly entered into, 
and we were to receive the next day a 
« thouſand: piſtoles for two diamonds hab 


«* uncommon ſize. 8] 


* My huſband had been prevade upon | 
* to take an airing. with the merchant a: 
few miles from the city: I waited with - 
great impatience for their return, till at 
length fleep overcame. even my ſollici- 


« tude; ſoon after the door opened, and-T: 
7M pebeeived a perſon, in the habit of my 


* huſband come to my bed- ſide: being 
much inclined to repoſe, I examined/no+ 
& farther ; the door was faſtened, the light 


* was extinguiſhed, and my huſband, as 1 


« ſuppoſed, came to reſt; He preſently, 


% however, interrupted me with ſuch un- 


. common n warmth of fondneſs, that I be- 
„)„„„FF»öͤͥo‚;”—̃ LY Y 12-2! 3,0 hank en 
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« gan to think the champaign of France 
© would renovate his youth, and repair 
2 that health which had been ſo greatly im- 
8 by captivity. and misfortune. 
He roſe very early, and retired whilſt 
e was till afleep; and was only awaked 
* to be informed that my huſband had been 
40 murdered the night, before at ſame diſ- 
* tance from the city by the Jew merchant, 
*© who had returned in his dreſs, and per- 
. ſonated him. Meſſengers were diſpatch- 
© ed on every ſide, whilſt I was left with 
 * forrow and deſpair, to lament the loſs of 
*© him who had eſcaped ſo many perils, to 
&« fall a victim to the hand of a treacherous 
*« Levite ! | 


CHAP. 15587 


„ 


* þ 


teſs De —. 


E harbarous FR of-Ifrael, 1 | found, | 
i had not only robbed me of my 
5; 6 kinbend, and polluted his bed under his 
„ reſemblance, but had alſo robbed me of 
e thoſe very jewels, for which he had a- 
„ greed to pay me the thouſand piſtoles. 
He was overtaken a few leagues from the 
„ city, and being: brought back, was tried 
« and condemned. to be broke alive upon 


W * wheel. After I had aſſiſted as a very 
L neceſſary 
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© neceſſary witneſs upon his trial; kevin 
« recovered my jewels, I ſet forward to 
„Paris, not being able to remain any 
longer at Marſeilles, which had been ſuch 


La ſcene of ſlaughter, and was going to be 


A < {till More ſo. TEE 


Nothing remarkable r to me 
upon my journey. Upon my arrival at 
* the capital, I ſoon made many. acquaint. 
*-ance, who endeavoured to diſſipate my 
% melancholy by all the arts and attentions 
« of which the French are complete maſs 
« ters. I ſhall not dwell upon the beauties 
« or magnificence of Paris, as you have 
« been an eye-witneſs to them, but ſhall 
jump to an adventure, which. happened 
to me when Iwas one night at the opera. 

I had been eſcorted. thither by a young 
“ muſketeer, who was reckoned one of the 
e handſomeſt men in all France, and as 
„ ſuch, he thought, he was intituled to do 
or fay any. thing. Whilſt madam Fa- 
« varre was ſinging a favourite air, he be- 
gan to hum an Italian ſong, ſo loud, that 
« he interrupted a genileman, who ſat next 
6 him, and prevented his hearing the per- 
0 formance: the gentleman could not help 
* expreſſing bis diſlike to ſuch: interruption, 
« and ſaying, . he wiſhed, he could eſpy an 


.* empty 8 that he a hear the at 5a 


Out. 
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out. The young muſketeer took this in 
great dudgeon, and aſked him, whether 
«© he was a watch-maker or a jeweller? to 
* which the gentleman replied, he would 
give him an anſwer if he choſe to follow 
him. I perceived the drift of this retreat, 
and interpoſed my authority, telling the 
«© muſketeer, that if he advanced a ſtep, he 
«* forfeited my eſteem for ever, and that 
„would never take notice of him again; 
«< he was too polite not to liſten to my re- 
« monſtrance, and, at the ſame time, aſked 
a me what I would have him do. I told 
& him, if he and the gentleman would refer 
e the deciſion of the affair to me, I would 
give a very Equitable determination: the 
e yentleman, with much good ſenſe, 
„agreed, and the muſketeer, . who relied. 
< upon my friendſhip for a judgment in his 
& favour, alſo aſſented. Why then, fir, 
« faid I to the muſketeer, as you are the of- 
fender, you muſt aſk the gentleman's 
pardon, and let him hear the piece out, 
< uninterrupted.” He conſented, and-the 
_ «« gentleman and he became. very good 
« friends. This affair did not however 
end here: for the muſketeer having in- 
„ troduced this gentleman into my com- 


L Pany, he became fo cnamouredwith 27 . 


„„ 7 
« tfiat he in a ſhort time offered me Hiss 
hand. He was a man of very good fa- | 
4% mily, but being of the younger branch, : 
« heenjoyed but a ſmall patrimonial eſtate... I 
« This was the count de —— from whom 
« I take my title, and no one can lay claim 
to a coronet upon better pretenſions. A 
„We lived: happily: together for ſome | 
years, when having commanded in the 
Pr r army in Germany, he paid the 
« great debt of nature at Minden amongſt 
many brave men, for their general's te- 
% merity. 
A variety of fortune now ſreceedi# to 
me; I was compelled to ſubmit to ſuch 
I terms as the men pleaſed to impoſe; but 
e even this ſcarce afforded a comfortable 
4 ſubſiſtence, and I was, at length, obliged 
„ to leave Paris, to avoid the horrors of a2 
“Jail, with which my creditors threatened: 
* me. I travelled through Flanders into 
Holland, and remained ſome time at the 
* Hague, and at Amſterdam: but I could 
not do any thing at either of thoſe places, 
* which promiſed an eaſy eſtabliſnment; 
« ſo that Tat length came over into Eng- 
* Jand, where I have now been about eigh-- 
„teen months, and in the courſe of this 


Sn 1. have found means by my good: 
. 


—— — — _ 


| [ 112 1 | 
offices to foreign miniſters and other tra- 
*yellers of diſtinction, to gain a decent 
& ſubſiſtence ; and, I am in hopes, by ceco- 
„ nomy and prudence, to reap the advan- 
tages of my experience. And, my dear, 
< continued ſhe, now'that I have been thus 
* ingenuous with you, I hope you will give 
me all the aſſiſtance in your power; that 
«is to ſay, when you meet with a good 
man that will bleed freely, you will give 
the preference to my houſe before any 
« other; and, on my part, I promiſe you 
“ when any fall in my way, that I think 
ill be worth: your while, you may de- 
„ pend upon It, that | ſhall not be forgetful 
© of you.. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Makes an acquaintance with a generous 
foreigner ; his behaviour. A breakfaſt 
adventure which Maria pays for my 
dearly.. 


'HILST I was one night paying a 

vilit to the counteſs, a ſedan chair 
ſtopped at the door, and a footman, in an 
elegant livery, gave the tatoo of nobility, 


when a foreigner entered, and. was intro- 
_ duced. 


N 


1 . 
duced, He behaved with great polite- 
neſs and civility, ſent for an elegant ſupper 
from the tavern, and after my hoſteſs was 
retired, began to make love to me with 
great fervency. The counteſs had informed 
me before the arrival of this ſtranger, that 
ſhe ſhould have a viſit that evening from a 
foreigner of diſtinction, and that ſhe ſhould? 
not fail to give. me an opportunity of 
making a conqueſt of him, as he was fond 
of variety, and ſhe could not expect he 
would again compliment her with his com- 
pany all night; that I ſhould act prudently, 
as he was as generons as a prince, and as 
rich as a Jew ; but that it would be neceſ- 
ſary for me to behave with ſome fart of re- 
ſerve, as he had declared to her, that the 
forwardneſs of the Engliſh women who 
went into company gave him great diſguſt. 
Il accordingly received all his compli- 
ments. with a coyneſs that ill became the 
reputation of the houſe I was in; the more 
backward I appeared to his ivlicnations the 
more earneſtly he repeated them ; till, after 
a full hour's refuſal, - I thought it was time 
to accept his propoſals, upon throwing his 
Purſe, which contained twenty Suineas, 
into my lap. BI 


Such uncommon generolity Thoughts e 3 


required: - 
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required more than uſual attention on my 
part to give him all the ſatisfaction in my 


power for his preſent: eſpecially as I was 


not without hopes that though the counteſs 


might not be poſſeſſed of charms ſufficient 


to captivate him a ſecond time, I was. ſtill 
miſtreſs of ſuch accompliſhments and a 
ſufficient ſhare of youth to attract him once 
more to my arms. Heroſe extremely well 


pleaſed, and made me many encomiums 
upon my perſon and behaviour. | 


Whilſt we were at breakfaſt, and were 


converfing upon a variety of different to- 


pics, he, at length, aſked me, if I ever 
Played at piquet; I anſwered ſometimes, 
and that the counteſs was pleaſed to com- 


pliment me with playing pretty well. He 


faid, he ſhould be curious to ſee me play, 
and cards were at his requeſt preſently 1 in- 


troduced. 
L would fain have played for no more 


than ſixpence; but he ſaid, he could not 


give any ſort of attention to the game, un- 
leſs it was for at leaſt a guinea: this aſſer- 


tion I did not much admire ; but as I was 


very unwilling to give my generous lover 
the leaſt reaſon to be diſpleaſed, I was eafily 


IT moon to play for gold. The firſt 
game 
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game I was thirty points before him, when 
he repiqued me: the next game was ſimi- 
lar to the firſt. & 
All this while I could not diſcover any 

ſuperiority of play on my antagoniſts ſide 3 
but on the contrary, that he was entirely 
indebted to great cards for his ſucceſs. Af- 

ter winning four or five games, he agreed 
to give me ten points: he till won; he 


then gave me twenty; I had no more 
chance yet than before; in a word, he con- 


tinued to increaſe the odds, till they came 
up to ſeventy, and I never once got the 


point. My ſurpriſe continued till I loft the 


twenty guineas he had preſented me with, 
without yet ſuſpecting any foul play; how- 
ever, I had curioſity enough to have him 
dogged home by a chairman, who brought 
me intelligence that my enamorato who had 
ſo generouſly paid me, and ſo genteelly 
fleeced me, was neither more nor leſs than- 
the celebrated Doctor T—o, who made fo. 


much noiſe, and received ſuch great ap- 


plauſe in Covent- Garden. 
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An event that throws Maria into deſpair. 
Captain H's. tenderneſs and regard for 
her, which in ſome meaſure removes her 

2 ee 3.8 N or two upon 
ideal bliſs. ; 


UCH 3 Formns as I laſt met with 

might be the ruin of a woman in 2 
ſhort time: Thanks to my ſtars, I did not 
often find lovers who were quite ſo gene- 
rous. Indeed, I began to be more cautious 
how I went into promiſcuous company for 
more reaſons than one; having in the firſt 


| place. gleaned as much money together, as 


might, at any time, put me above want; 


in the next place I became very ſolicitous 


about my health; and thirdly, on account 


of an intimacy which I had for ſome time 


carried on with captain H. whoſe ſituation 
was ſo critical, that an accident of the ſort 


would have been his ruin. I ſuppoſe after 


this, it may be needleſs to ſay, that he was 
n high keeping by an antiquated demi-rep 
of quality, who had the refreſhment of the 
body more than the ſoul at heart, 
"Ae 3 which at this period hap- 
„ 8 | pened, 
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pened, greatly affected me, as I en 


to myſelf a ſmall proſpect of contentment © 


at leaſt, if not felicity ; an unexpected blaſt - 
clouded all my hopes, and diſtracted all my 
ſerenity. Juſt when methought I Had 
ſcraped together a ſufficiency to ſet me 
above the world, and make me eaſy with 
my dear Williams, in a way both legal and 
rational, he was attacked with a fever, 
which in a few days brought him to ſuch a 
paſs, that he was given over by the faculty: 
I attended him with unwearicd diligence, 
till he gave up his laſt breath, and the grim 
inexorable tyrant tore him from my arms. 
A dejeQion of ſpirits ſucceeded this un- 
expected ſhock; and though I endeavoured 
to hide my ſorrow and its exceſs from the 
captain, they were but too conſpicuous not 
to be diſcovered by the moſt careleſs ob- 
ſerver. As captain H. could not pretend 
to any fidelity towards me on his part, ſo 


he did not exact it on mine; but though - 


he had ſuſpected an intimacy reigned be- 
tween Mr. Williams and me, he had never 
been thoroughly convinced of it till now. 
If he might feel ſome light ſatisfaction 


from the conſideration of his rival being 8 


removed, he had at leaſt the politeneſs and 
complaiſance to diſſemble a participation of 
„ ww 
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As 


my ſorrow, and to take every opportunity 


of diverting it. For this purpoſe he took a 


© lodging at Richmond, kept me a poſt 


Chaiſe, and-profited of every convenient op- 
portunity, to accompany me upon every 
party or jaunt. The moſt pungent grief 
may be in ſome meaſure alleviated by a 
variety of objects and a diverſity of recrea- 
tions: yet mine continued for a long time 

in its moſt formidable ſtate; and he began 

to be under real apprehenſions that [ ſhould 
fall a victim to ſorrow. 

Lady M. who was the captain's S gene- 
rous benefactreſs, had a near relation come 
to viſit her from Ireland; and as ſhe pro- 
poſed making her couſin's ſtay in England 
as agreeable as poſſible, ſhe propoſed con- 
ducting her to all the public diverſions 
which it afforded, and they had accordingly 
laid a plan for going to Bath, where they 
were to ſtay a month: now as the captain's 
viſits to her ladyſhip were to be diſconti- 
nued, during that time he had a vacation, 
Which he propoſed employing with me in a 

tour round England, being careful to avoid 

touching at Bath. We accordingly ſet out, 
and viſited moſt of the capital towns and 
cities in the Eaſt and North of England, 
and contrived to return to the metropolis 
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about the time of her ladyſhip' s quitting | 


Somerſetſhire. 
This tour had in a great mene its de- 


fired effect; and the captain's generoſity 


and regard began to work upon me much 
in his favour, as I conſidered him as a very 
agreeable companion, and was not without 
hopes that one day might unite us in a 


manner much more to my ſatisfaction: but 
this could not be effected till the death of _ 


lady M. as ſhe Was his principal ſupport, 


and as the captain had always led a very 
gay life, and could never condeſcend to ſe- 


queſter himſelf in indigent obſcurity; and 


as her lidyſhip's good health and chearful 


ſpirits no way beſpoke an early departure 


from this world; fo that all my hopes, in 
this reſpect, were very diſtant, if not ill- 
grounded. However, the fool's paradiſe 


was a contemplative elyſium that frequently 
furniſhed me many agreeable hours of men- 
tal recreation, and I am ſtill of opinion, it 
matters not what is the cauſe if the effect 


is produced; I was happy whilſt I walked 


in imaginary felicity, and forgot my real 


ſorrows by the gratification of ideal * 


ſures. 


There, in the dear delirium, let me live, 
Rather than know my wants, and grieve. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


An analyſis of modern lovers, in the cha- 
rafters of ſome remarkable men of plea- 
| ſure and bulineſs. 


Woman is no ſooner known to be 


poſſeſſed of a little money, and to be 
above the world, but ugly or handſome, 


old or young, abandon or virtuous, 
fooliſh or ſenſible, no matter which, ſhe 
may reaſonably be expected to have at leaſt 
a dozen ſuitors. There is a ſet of men, 


who ambulate this metropolis, croud the 
public walks, diſturb pious congregations, 
and interrupt the repoſe of families ; they 
call themſelves gentlemen, for no other 
reaſon than that they have too much pride 
or too little induſtry to foilow any calling : 


they ſtarve genteelly with a (word and laced 
coat, and if they are not carried off in a 


duel, or a Covent-Garden fever, they for 
the molt part, rot in a jail, or pay a penny 
to expole themſelves in the London Ga- 
zette, in order to receive the benefit of an 
act of diſgrace. 

Theſe are all, to a man, profeſſed "i 


tune-hunters : they no ſooner get ſcent of 
a caſt - off 


| we 9 

a caſt-off miſtreſs with an annuity for life, 
or an amorous widow who has juſt buried 
her third huſband, or a hoyden ready to 
run off with the coachman, for want of ano- 
ther object, than they immediately prepare 
their artillery, and unmaſk a battery 1 in 
form. Their ſucceſs, it is true, is very un- 
certain; otherwiſe we ſhould ſee theſe gen- 
tlemen, who are ſeldom more than the 
butterflies of a ſeaſon, inflead of returning 
to their inſignificant caterpillar ſtate, ſhine 
forth repeated ſummers in all their deſirable 
gaiety. 

Belvil was upon the foremoſt rank of this 
claſs, of my wor thy admirers: he wrote 
billet-doux with a pretty eaſy familiarity, 
that might have impoſed upon moſt women 
for originals, who had never ſeen the Spec- 
tators, or read an Engliſh tranſlation of 
Ovid's Art of Love: I anſwered him pre- 
ciſely in his own ſtile, and when he wrote 
me a plagiarized letter, I ſent him back a 
tranſcript of the identical printed anſwer. 
This drove him to the utmoſt deſpair ; he 
had not courage to attack me afterwards 
from his own brain, and deſerted me, be- 
cauſe I purſued him too cloſely ; upon 
which occaſion I wrote him a definitive 

Vor. II. G _._ ,05»* 
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letter, in which I introduced Hot Perti- 
nently, 


In love, the victors from the att d fly, 
They fly OY and _ dale that die. 


But Loonrafied the. hoc Sane es for he ne- 
ver roſe afterwards; he fell a victim to the 
ſharp arrow of ridicule; and gave. up the 
ghoſt of a lover in the third month of his 
time, pregnant with the moſt promiſing 
hopes, of making me n at diſcre- 
tion. 

nn - animal-of a very dif. 
ferent caſt: ſo far from ſtealing from our 
beſt authors, he had never read them, and 
if he had, it was impoſſible he could have 
underſtood them: no, he was guiltleſs of 
ſuch impoſitions; he never attempted to 
write any thing beyond a card, and which [ 
was afterwards very well aſſured that he 
employ ed, his laundreſs to tranſcribe for 
him, that the orthography might be the 
Teſs imperfe&. Brainleſs did not pique him- 
ſelf upon his learning, or endeavour to 
make an unneceſſary diſplay of any talents, 
but thole that centered in dreſs. Though 
be was entirely ignorant of hiſtory or geo- 
gaphy, no ay wore a newer faſhioned 

buckle : 
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buckle : and though he uſually ſpoke non- 
ſenſe, and generally bad Engliſh, no body's 
hair was more claſſical. In a word, all his 
diſcourſe was centered in dreſs, and his 
knowledge of faſhions was almoſt unfa- 
thomable. Notwithſtanding his extraordi- 
nary genius this way, his taylor wanted to 
be paid, and was fo very unreaſonable as 
to arreſt him, after giving him three years 
credit, as he was getting out of his chair, 
to pay me a morning viſit. ; 

Brainleſs thus diſpatched, I was beſieged 
in form by the heroic captain Bluſter, who 
had been in twenty engagements, fourteen 
ſkirmiſhes, and ſix pitehed battles: the 
captain fought, drank, and ſwore, as deep 
as any man in Chriſtendom ; ; and he had 
almoſt bullied me into marrying him, when. Ty 
conſidering, that twenty pence a day, 
would be but a very ſlender additional in- 


heritance, I reſolved to get rid of myſelf, 


in order to get rid of the captain; I retired 
for two months into Northamptonſhire, and 
ſequeſtered myſelf from the world, to avoid 


captain Bluſter's perſecuting addreſſes. OY 1 
Retirement, the native clime of lo 


produced freſh admirers for me. A parſon 5 
and a lawyer, at once, declared themſelves 
G 2 candidates 
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candidates for my affections. The parſon, 
though he wore black, as Otway fays, I 
believe was honeſt and ſincere: he opened 
his mind to me in an eaſy, unaffected man- 
ner; he told me, though he could not at- 
tempt to enumerate my charms, he ſhould 


offer his friendſhip and eſteem, which were 


all he could pretend to talk of at his time 

of life; and if I could put up with a man 
of forty, he believed he ſhould make me as 
good a huſband. as a woman of ſenſe would 
reaſonably expect; that to paint ſcenes of 
ideal happineſs and viſionary bliſs in the 
 matrriage-ſtate, was both romantic and 
childiſh : experience exploded ſuch chi- 
meras, and proved the honey-moon but of 
ſhort, very ſhort duration; but that if com- 
mon ſenſe and ſome learning without pe- 
dantry, a ſincere deſire to be agreeable, 


founded upon genuine good nature, bid 
fair to make matrimony eligible, he might, 


: perhaps, be no unworthy member of that 
inſtitution. 
I anſwered the doctor with as little am- 
biguity as he declared himſelf, ſaying, that 
I had no objection, either to his perſon, 
funCtion, or ſentiments ; but, on the con- 
1. thought him worthy of the eſteem of 
| the 
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the moſt. amiable woman alive; and that 
if J had not been under a prior engage- 
ment, I ſhould not have heſitated accepting 
of ſo agreeable a propoſal. The doctor re- 
ceived this anſwer with a becoming mo- 
deſty, thanking me for the good opinion I 
entertained of him. I could find, however, 
notwithſtanding his religious character and 
diſpoſition, that he was not a little diſturbed 
with jealouſy at the lawyer's paying me 
frequent viſits; he conceived him to be the 
powerful rival who had influenced me to 
reject his propoſals, and upon his retiring, 
he ſaid with ſome emphaſis, after talking 

of him with no ſmall degree of acrimony, 


„An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God.” 


I could not help being diverted at the par- 
ſon's ill- grounded jealouſy, and imagined 

that a conference between my lovers in my 
preſence, would be not unentertaining. F 
accordingly brought them together at tea: 
the very next afternoon, They at firſe 
fought very ſhy, and ſcarce an expreſſion: 
was interchanged: by them; but 1 ſoon 
brought them to a more communicative 
diſpoſition, by reading ſome letters I had J 
received from town, and entering upon the 3 

G 3 topics: 
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= topics of the times. The lawyer, who had 


come down during the vacation, was a 
ſtranger to the parſon, as well as the neigh- 


bourhood ; however, the doctor's curiolity 


had excited him to gain ſome intelligence 
concerning his character, which, I believe, 
he found to be none ofthe beſt, and parti- 


cularly, that he was a bad paymaſter. 


The doctor, at length, interrogated him 


concerning his profeſſion, by ſaying, I 


“think, fir, you follow the law.” The at- 


torney, who was ſomewhat nettled at this 
abrupt and unexpected queſtion, replied 
with a ſneer, No, fir, I make the law 
follow me.” Indeed, reſumed the par- 


“ fon, I believe you are frequently purſued 


te by the law and its followers too.“ 
Though I did not approve of ſo much 


unprovoked ſeverity in my religious lover, 
I could not, for the preſent, refrain joining 


with him in a laugh at the expence of the 


lawyer, who was ſo highly enraged as to 


give him an indirect challenge. I thought 


it was now proper to interpoſe, and I diſ- 
miſſed my two lovem, nn very wey A 


eie. 


s So 
4 E 
3 8. 
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So much for ſuitors and addreſſes: it 
is high time for me to return to Lands 
and captain H. who 1s extremely uneaſy 
at my abſence, and greatly importunes 
me in his laſt letter, to make my ſtay 
in the country as ſhort as poſſible; and 
having in my anſwer promiſed to acquieſce,, 
the reader may now Very naturally ſuppoſe 
me once more! in * metropolis. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Maria's reformation and its cauſe. The 
_ virtuous and religious plan of life ſhe 
© purſues, which 1s crowned with an hap- 
py union to an amiable man. Some ac- 
count of her preſcg family and . 
The end. 9 2 


HE captain was to meet me one e- 

vening at the Aſylum chapel, from 
whence we were to go in our poſt- chãiſe to 
Richmond, and paſs the week. Little did 
then imagine that the place of rendez- 
vous for a criminal intrigue would prove 
the ſource cf reformation from a deſolate 
and finful life. A ſenſible and pathetic 
diſcourſe which ] heard that night, was the 
cauſe of my converſion ; the worthy and 
pious gentleman who preached, fet forth 
in ſo ſtriking and affecting a manner, the 
ſin and danger of a profligate courſe, that 
I wes ſeized with all the horrors of a re- 
proachable conſcience. It was then my 
eyes were for the firſt time opened, and I 
ſaw my licentious and abandoned conduct, 
in all its ſhocking and dread array; I was 


entirely loſt to mo. and drowned in a 
flood 


1 E Her 3 * 
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flood of tears, 1 the captain approach - 1 


ed my ſeat, without my perceiving him. 
He took hold of my hand, and enquired 
what was the matter with me? but I was 
incapable of making him any anſwer. He 
gave me his ſmelling- bottle, and was per- 
forming all the kind offices of a lover who 
finds his miſtreſs in affſiction; but I remain- 
ed inſenſible to all he did or ſaid, and we 
are at length left in the chapel quite alone. 

He handed me out, and was for putting 
me into the poſt chaiſe, which was in wait- 


ing; but I declined it, and notwithſtand- 


ing he exhauſted all the rhetoric that could 
be uſed in ſuch a cauſe, I remained inexo- 
rable to intreaty, and returned over the 
bridge to my lodging all alone. From this 
time I diſcontinued aſſociating with any of 
my former acquaintance; never. went to 
any public place except church, and for up- 
wards of a twelvemonth paſſed a life that 
was not unworthy of a chriſtian. | 

Nothing gave me now any ſort of anxi- 
_ ety, but the reflection, that what I ſubſiſt- 
ed upon were the wages of proſtitution : in 
theſe ſentiments I would willingly have em- 
braced any opportunity of gaining a liveli- 
hood in a manner ſuitable to my preſent 
way of _— 1 ſhould have been hap- 
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py to have diſpoſed of all I was worth in 


the world in charity, if I could have had 


the leaſt glimmering of hopes, to paſs the 
remainder of my days without controul, 


and without dependence; but as I was not 


ſo enthuſiaſtically bigotted as to forget my 
paſt misfortunes, or the terrible fituation a 
woman is in, who is thus diveſted of the 
means of ſupport, I did not purſue fo very 


charitable a plan of reformation. © 


Accident ſoon after threw into my way 
a tradeſman, who was ſenſible without ſe- 


verity, and religious without oftentation : 


who had philanthropy enough to overlook 
the weakneſſes and failings of mankind, 
where they were not blended with preme- 


ditated crimes, and to eſteem a repenting 


ſinner as much as a conſtant devotee, His 
ſentiments and mine were ſo very concor- 
dant, that an agreeable intimacy ſoon took 
place, and in the courſe of our converſati- 
ons, I was frank enough to own the diſa- 
greeable part I had been obliged to act up- 
on the theatre of life. This account which 


I gave of myſelf did not diminiſh his regard 


for me; he ſaid, © He was convinced of 
the thorny paths through which a pret- 
e ty woman had to move, and the difficul- 


« ry there was for her to avoid the many 


6 ſnares 


MT. 
« ſnares that were-conſtantly thrown out 
for her by the profligate and abandoned 
« of the male ſex, if ſhe was not endued 
« with more than human prudence; but, 
< continued he, I am convinced by your 
frank neſs in acknowledging your former 
errors, and your preſent ſentiments, that 
C you will never purſue the ſame track a- 
gain: and to convince you, that you have 
no way leſſened yourſelf in my eſteem 
« by your fincerity ; and that I am firmly 
of opinion, that you are capable of mak- 
ing an honeſt and virtuous wife: if you 
« will accept of my hand, here it is; as to 
my heart, he added with a ſigh, that yok 
& have doen poſſeſſed of for ſome time. 
There was ſo much honeſt good nature 
and genuine ſentiment in this declaration, 
which, at the ſame time, was very agree- 
able to me, that I did not long play the 
prudiſh part, but accepted of his propoſal 
with as much cordiality as it was made. 
And now, reader, that I have brought 
you once more to a virtuous, honeſt plan 
of life, which alone can Fes 27s that bal- 
my eaſe and ſatisfactory repoſe, which we 
ſhould be all deſirous of obtaining; I ſhall 
leave you to contemplate theſe ſheets, as I 
have at preſent other employment upon 


r * | 
my hands than that of writing : theſe pages, | 
having all but this chapter, been compoſed 
long before I entered into the holy and de- 
firable ſtate of matrimony, for I have now 
four children to look after, the youngeſt of 
whom is not a twelvemonth old. My el- 
deſt daughter reads and writes very well, 
and will, I hope, be an ornament to her 
ſex, as ſhe will, at leaſt, have the advice 
of a mother to conduct her through this 
perilous world, who, to her coſt, has evin- 
ced the rocks and ſhoals which a female 
navigator muſt be fo careful to avoid ; and 
if any of my fair readers ſhould be fo lucky 

as to gain prudence and diſcretion enough 
to eſcape perdition, by what they have 
learnt from theſe ſheets, I ſhall think that 
the time I have employed in penning them, 
has not been own away. 
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